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editorial comment 
CATHOLIC-PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


McCARTHY BROTHERS 
have doubled the Sunday 
Collections of more 
parishes than all other 
firms combined! 


Your Present Seat $ 


Offertory $ 
Second $ 
Monthly $ 


TOTAL $ 


WE DOUBLE 


QUOTES 


Success means, usually, a unified effort of 
people, priest and working force but if I may 
single out anyone for special mention it would 
have to be your supervisor of our campaign. 


Our campaign workers were quite literally 
inspired to work far beyond what any of us 
expected of them. 


Over one year has gone by since McCarthy 
Brothers and Associates, Inc. conducted the 
Parish Support Campaign and I am more than 
pleased, in fact amazed with the results. Each 
week since then, the Sunday income has more 


than doubled. 


Charles L. McCarthy 


Mc CARTHY 


Daniel J. McCarthy 


THIS AMOUNT 


A stirring campaign that lifted many hearts 
to a truer realization of the precious heritage of 
their Faith. 


This Parish Support Program as set by your 
company has definitely improved parish spirit. 


I heartedly congratulate you and your staff 
for the efficiency and graciousness with which 
they worked. 


In spite of the fact that our parish is centered 
in a low rental housing project, McCarthy 
Brothers doubled our weekly income. 


SYMBOL 
OF PERFECTION 
IN FUND RAISING 


Thomas P, McCarthy 


BROTHERS 


tnd. Adbdsoctates Snre. 
CATHOLIC FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS 


STAMFORD 
2135 Summer St., Stamford, Conn, 
Tel. Dayis 5-3518 


NEW YORK 
290 Park Ave., New York 17. 
Tel, Oregon 9-0287 


345 Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh 22, Pa, 


PITTSBURGH BALTIMORE 


330 N. Charles St., Baltimore, Md. 


Tel. Grant 1-4546 Tel. Lexington 9-6321 


THE FUND CAMPAIGNS 
FOR EVERY CHURCH NEED 


@ CAPITAL FUND 
A @ BUDGET 


@ INCREASED INCOME 


CONSULTATION 
FINEST PLAN S$ WITHOUT 
IN FUND RAISING peegmrctiett 
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Thomas Richard Finn & Associates 
314 East 51st Street 

Kansas City 12, Missouri 

Telephone PLaza 3-4155 


* 
*Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.—Trade Mark Reg., Canada* PLAN 
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DOUBLE 
HARVEST... 


A double harvest of material and spir- 
itual benefits, bringing present plans to 
fruition in the shortest possible time and 
building a permanent parish organiza- 
tion for future activities, are the goals 


attained by Hugo A. Gold Company in 


all of its fund-raising campaigns. 


Write or phone collect to either of our offices 


Exclusively Catholic 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 
821 No. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago 51, Illinois 
BElmont 5-7055 


WEST COAST OFFICE: 


230 First Street East 
ECCLESIASTICAL P. O. Box 725 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS 


Sonoma, California 
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Cover Msgr. Louis J. Mendelis is no stranger to 
readers of THE PRIEST. We have often com- 
mented on his devotion to the missions. 
Here he is shown (right) handing over 
a check for $10,550 to Msgr. Louis C. 
Vaeth, Archdiocesan Director of the SPF 
in Baltimore. This makes a total of 
$1,000,000 that the people of St. Alphon- 
sus’ Parish, Baltimore, have raised for 
the missions under the direction of their 
zealous pastor. 
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...a new Lightweight 
Garment for comfort 
in Hot Weather! 


OF DACRON-POLYESTER 65% 
COTTON 35% 


Washes beautifully, drip dry, 
little or no ironing! 


$9.20 


Roman Style 


CASSOCKS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE FOLLOWING SIZES. . . 


ICHEST 36|/CHEST 38/CHEST 40/CHEST 42|CHEST 44] CHEST 4 
Collar Collar Collar Coll: Collar 


BACK LENGTH 
jase of Collar 


Cottar 
144 [14% | ES|HS | 15yq [15 1544) 16] 10 Rory 7 |tor4] 17 [7% 
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Sirronte 
Calamo 


A Hagiographical Quiz 


ats the permission of the 
| London Tablet, we herewith 
reproduce “A _ Hagiographical 
Quiz” which appeared in the 
Christmas issue of that estimable 
review. It may provide an eve- 
ning’s diversion for one or an- 
other of our readers isolated in 
the foreign missions. The answers 
will be given in our next issue. 


1. Which Order claims. to 
make (facere) saints but not to 
proclaim (patefacere) them? 

2. Whose is (a) the first re- 
corded canonisation? (b) the 
most recent? 

3. Over the last twenty years 
(from the beginning of the ponti- 
ficate of Pius XII to the present 
day) how many persons have been 
canonised? How many were men 
and how many women? 

4. How many canonised Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury have died 
violent deaths? 

5. Which saint described which 
heretic as “big and fat, a fellow 
bloated with Scots porridge”? 


6. The following quotations 
concern preaching. Identify the 
authors: 


(a) “I have never preached a 
sermon which the poorest old wo- 
man in the congregation could not 
understand.” 

(b) ‘Please listen to me—you 
are not paying attention. I am 
talking to you about the Holy 
Scriptures and you are looking at 
the lamps and the people lighting 
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AMERICAN 
FOREIGN POLICY 


by Sister Dorothy Jane 
Van Hoogstrate, S.L. 


Realists & Idealists: A Catholic 
Interpretation, is the subtitle of 
this timely analysis of the pros 
and cons of political realism in 
the light of the principles of natu- 
ral law, the pronouncements of 
the popes, and the teachings of 
Catholic theologians and experts 
in international ethics. A scholar- 
ly but very readable study by the 
Dean of Webster College. $6.25 


THE MASS 
IN MEDITATION 


by Theodor Schnitzler 


Composed specifically for priests 
and seminarians, Father Schnitz- 
ler’s meditations are “rich with 
theological insights, moral applica- 
tions, scriptural allusions and apt 
quotations from the Fathers. — 
America 2 vols., $4.50 each 


At your bookstore, or from 


B. HERDER BOOK CO. 


15 S. Broadway 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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SACRA-KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons .. . 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 

® Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won’t show its age! 

@ Compact: 1114x10%4"’x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 

@ Complete with removable crucifix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 
. . . EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

®@ Satisfaction guaranteed! 


Ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $29.75 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 
or order from your local 
church anode dealer 
MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 


4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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them. It is very frivolous to be 
more interested in what the 
lamplighters are doing than in 
what the preacher is saying. After 
all, I am lighting a ey too—the 
lamp of God’s word . 

(c) “The preacher "beats the : 
bushes, but the confessors catch - 
the birds.” ; 

4. Cardinal Newman, recently 
ordained, writes from Naples to 
Henry Wilberforce in 1846: “But 
the most strange phenomenon is 
what happens at Ravello... 
There is the blood of St. 
It is in a vessel amid the stone- 
work of the altar—it is not 
touched but on his feast . . . it 
liquefies.” Who is the saint? 

8. Saints are here referring to 
other saints. Name the authors 
and their subjects: 

(a) “He was a very old man 
when I knew him, and so extreme- 
ly thin that he looked like noth- 
ing so much as if he were made 
of the roots of trees.” 

(b) “I have no one else here 
who shares my thoughts as he 
does, no one who will concern 
himself so unaffectedly with your 
affairs . . . without his own in- 
terest at heart, but Christ’s.” 

(c) “A man rotten from the 
soles of his feet to the crown of 
his head.” 

(d) “That man of God receiv- 
ed me as a father and shewed me 
an episcopal kindness on my 
coming. Thenceforth I began to 
love him, at first indeed not as a 
teacher of the truth, but as a 
person kind towards myself.” 

9. Who was both canonised 
and named a Doctor of the 
Church on the same day? 

10. Can you name a saint who 
was the sister, daughter and 
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Official Liturgical Works 
U.S.A. LITURGICAL EDITIONS 


Daily Breviary 
Meditations 

by Most Rev. 

Joseph Angrisani, D.D, 

The perfect companion 
to the daily reading 
of the Breviary. 


Breviary and 
Missal Prayers 
by Rev. John C. Selner, 

‘SS TID: 
Containsallthe prayers 
most frequently used 
by priests and 
seminarians. 

Genuine leather, morocco 
grain, gold edges. $8.50 
Rituale Romanum 
An essential book every priest 
should own. Completely up-to- 
date. Imitation leather, red edges. $7.75 
Priest’s Ritual 
Latin with English rubrics. 
English translation side by side 
with Latin when useful for 
practical purposes. 


Four volumes, black simu- 
lated leather, red edges. $25.00 


Genuine leather, gold edges. 


Priest’s 

Ceremonial 

by Rev. Joseph W. Kavanagh 
A handy guide for all 
ordinary ceremonies as 
well as for pontifical 
functions. $3.50 


= SERGE 
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$4.50 


The Mass of the 

Roman Rite 

by Rey. Joseph A. Jungmann, S.J. 
The authoritative work 
on the development of 
the Mass ceremonies. 
Two-volume complete 

edition. Per vol. $9.25 

New abridged one- 

volume edition. $10.00 

it Is You I Beckon 

by Most Rev. 

Joseph Angrisani, D.D. 
Meditations for semi- 
narians on the life of 
preparation for the priest- 
hood. _ $4.50 
Benedicenda 

by Rev, A. J. Schulte 

The ceremonies of 

the principal bless- 

ings of the Roman 

Ritual and 

Pontifical. $5.00 
Consecranda 

by Rev. A. J. Schulte 

The ceremonies of the 
principal consecrations of 
the Roman Pontifical $5.00 


jai (Be 


The Summa 
Theologica of 
Saint Thomas 

Aquinas 
A comprehensive 
summarization of 
Catholic Truth in 
English. 
Set of three 


volumes, $48.00 
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Just Published! . . . 


THE CONVERT'S 
MANUAL 


“I like the Convert’s 
Manual as good peda- 
gogy, built on a lifetime 
of teaching.” 


Having long known the 
zeal and exactness of Fath- 
er Sidney A. Raemers in his 
preparation for teaching the 
truths of Faith, I am happy 
to write a few words about 
the ‘Convert’s Manual.” 
While Father Raemers al- 
ways insisted that experi- 
ence had taught him in what 
order to proceed with his 
instructions, I am delighted 
to find that his order and 
that of St. Thomas Aquinas 
in his Summa Theologica 
coincide. Father Raemers 
starts with God as did the 
Angelic Doctor. Father 
Raemers’ questions and an- 
swers are short, exact and 
delightfully clear. From the 
Introduction by His Excel- 
lency Thomas K. Gorman, 
D.D., Bishop of Dallas-Fort 
Worth. 


LIMITED First Edition 
$3.00 postpaid 


Order direct from the author 


EV. 
SIDNEY A. RAEMERS, 
M.A., Ph.D. 
Lake Mead Base 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
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granddaughter of saints, and also 
name her saintly relations? 

11. St. Boniface of Tarsus is 
the last in order of a trio; who 
are the other two and by what 
name are the three known? 


12. According to the old Latin . 


couplet, who loved (a) the val- 
leys (b) the populous cities (c) 
the mountains? 

13. Whom would you expect to 
find pictorially represented (a) as 
a regal female figure walking over 
red-hot plough-shares; (b) lying 
in the dust and, as he expires, 
writing in it the Credo with his 
own blood; (c) as an abbess with 
mice running up her pastoral 
staff? 

14, Which saints were involv- 
ed in what is probably the first 
recorded case of violation of copy- 
right? And who won the case? 

15. Identify t h e_ spurious 
“saints” who came into existence 
(a) by an imperial fiction; (b) 
through the misinterpretation of 
an Italian label on a box of relics; 
(c) through a Roman milestone in 
Provence being mistaken for a 
tombstone? 

16. Had these saints anything 
in common: St. Andrew Avellino, 
St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, St. 
Alphonsus Liguori, St. Bernardino 
Realino? 

17. Which English bishop, ac- 
cording to a hymn in the Sarum 
Breviary, indulged in psychroes- 
thesia? 


Engaged in prayer, he still 
would stand, 

In icy water cold: 

Yet never would indulge in 


those 
That warmth and comfort hold. 
18. Which are the saints 
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CATHOLIC MUTUAL EXPANDS BOARD 
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Catholic Mutual welcomes His Excellency, Most 
Reverend Charles F. Buddy, first Bishop of the grow- 
ing and dynamic Diocese of San Diego, to the Board 
of this Church-affiliated non-profit Association. 
Bishop Buddy will serve with nine other members of 
the Hierarchy who come from Dioceses in all parts of 
the country. 


£1N 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA a 
Dedicated: to the Temporal. Needs of the Church 
BOX 1155 : OMAHA ibedtnsee 
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RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR 
PARISH RACK 


The Life of 
TERESA 
OF JESUS 


translated by 
PEERS 


The definitive 
English translation. 
$1.25 


The charming and candid au- 
tobiography of the renowned 
mystic and saint, St. Teresa of 
Avila, who reinstated the rig- 
orous Rule of the Carmelites 
in sixteenth-century Spain. Her 
day-by-day account, in a beau- 
tiful and lucid translation by 
E. Allison Peers, is one of the 
great spiritual classics of all 
times. Even in our space age, 
an inspiring and handy guide. 
One to 3 copies, $1.25; 4 to 7 
rar rig $1.13; 8 or more copies, 


Write today for a complete list 
of parish reading materials. 


, NATIONAL 

& CATHOLIC 
READING 

DISTRIBUTORS 


Operated 
by 
THE 
PAULIST 
FATHERS 


180 VARICK ST., NEW YORK 14, N.Y. 


TELEPHONE WATKINS 


334 


4-3560 


: Currente Calamo. 


ee eeeesecesessesseseerseeooesereeeeasees 


(a) whose father was offered — 
the post of Commander-in-chief to 
the cavalry of Nee VIII of Eng: 
land? 


(b) who was ordained in Italy 
by the last survivor of the old 
Hierarchy of England? 

(c) who died in the arms of — 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux, who 
afterwards wrote his life? | 

(d) Who is first recorded as — 
having used the expression: — 
“Catholic (universal) Church”? _— 

(e) who had fifteen attempts — 
made on his life while a nine- | 
teenth-century Metropolitan Arch- — 
bishop? 

(£) who is said to have made 
icicles burn brightly for a family 
without firewood? 

(g) who, as a missionary, was 
martyred chiefly because a box 
belonging to him was thought to 
contain a plague? 

(h) who, when wishing to buy 
some property, ordered everyone 
of that name in the telephone di- 
rectory to be rung up until the 
owner was traced? 

(i) who was an Alexandrian 
confectioner who became an an- 
chorite? 

(j) who was an Egyptian (re- 
putedly) who introduced the 
comb and hygienic practices to) 
German women? Her monument | 
says “She took care of Christ | 
with her heart and took care of | 
the poor with a comb.” 

19. Who are the three guild | 
patrons mentioned by G. K. Ches- | 
terton in his Christmas “Song for. 
Three Guilds”? 

20. Can you name the fourth. | 
century Bishop of Barcelona who | 
said: “My name is Christian, my | 
surname Catholic. The one puts 
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The CHARLES J. FRANCIS Company 


CAMPAIGN REPORTS 


Parish: (i. 282). eee. Bs, Sacred Heart, Auburn Heights, Mich. 
Pastarer =. = wee Rev. Francis Dietz, P. O. Box 336 
Type of Campaign: ....Capital Fund 

Pee EUrPOSe® — ...----c--- oss School and Rectory construction 

No. of Families: ........ Under 300 

Income Data: ................60% low: 40% slightly average above. 
ORL eee rls ee $100,000 — 36 month subscription 
Subscribed: 000.00... $110,000 plus (Average gift, $511) 
Special Data: ................ No evaluation; no min. gift requirement 
IPATISHS wiet-eees le St. Bonaventure, Columbus, Nebraska 
BAStORS Ati otee ele leery Rev. Roch Hettinger, O.F.M. 
Type of Campaign: ....[ncreased income 
Purpose: .......................Debt reduction 
No. of Families: ........ 1500 
Income Data: ................90% low; 10% medium 
Annual Income 
Before Campaign: ........$72,000, excluding schools 
Annual Income 
After Campaign: ........ $177,000, excluding schools 
Special Data: ................ No evaluation; no min. gift requirement; 


86% participation by parishioners 


The Charles J. Francis Company is proud of these 
successes just recently completed. They were accom- 
plished without alienating a single parishioner. We in- 
vite your inquiry, and will provide prompt information 
on what you can accomplish in a manner which your 
people will approve. 


The Charles J. Francis Co. 


3030 BRIDGEWAY THE MART BUILDING 
SAUSALITO, CALIFORNIA 
EDgewater 2-2177 
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me ina class, the other gives me 
a character. The second is a tes- 


timonial, the first only a label’? 

21. Name any saints who were 
twins. 

22. Who “canonised” “St. Aloy- 
sius of Birmingham,” and who 
was he? 

23. To whom are _ attributed 
these quotations: 

(a) “My intention is to in- 


struct those who live in towns, 
in households, at the court, and 
who, by reason of their circum- 
stances, are obliged to lead an 
ordinary life in outward show.” 

(b) “I have loved justice and 
I have hated iniquity, therefore I 
die an exile.” 

(c) “All that I have written 
appears to me as so much straw 


13th Annual Offering 


after the things that have been 
revealed to me.” 

(d) 
dressed me up.” 

(e) “. .. In true and perfect 
obedience and in the abnegation 
of our will and judgment, I great- 
ly desire .. . that those who serve 
God in this society should be con- 
spicuous.” 

(f) 
Angleterre retournera a son an- 
cienne splendeur.” . 


Odds & Ends 


Tee first three women priests 
of the Swedish State Lutheran 
Church—two of them under 30— 


will be ordained this spring, ac- 
cording to a recent announcement © 


“Look how they have — 


“Je crois que l’eglise en 


of Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren. 


Since the Church of England is in 


communion with the Church of — 


@ @ 
Pre-Seminary Latin 
Concentrated and Accelerated Study 
June 20 — August 3 


@ ELEMENTARY LATIN 
@ INTERMEDIATE LATIN 


(First and Second Year) 
(Ecclesiastical Latin) 


(June 20-July 15) 
@ Special Methods for Seminary Instructors 


Classroom training six days a week supplemented by per- 
sonal supervision of trained Jesuits in courses specially adapted 
to the needs of seminarians and pre-seminarians. 

Students are housed in double rooms on campus amid un- 
usually comfortable surroundings for summer study. 


@ GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS ALSO AVAILABLE. 


For descriptive brochures, write to: 


CLASSICS DEPARTMENT 
JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY, Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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| HERE IT IS — all in one book! 
the most comprehensive pastoral volume 


on alcoholism ever published 


ALCOHOLISM 
A SOURCE BOOK FOR THE PRIEST 


685 pages — $6.95 each — ready April 15th 
Here are the Chapter headings: 


|. The American Hierarchy Speaks 
ll. The Educators 

lll. The Men of Medicine 

IV. The Psychiatrists 

V. Alcoholics Anonymous 

VI. The Priest Alcoholic 

Vil. Rehabilitation of the Alcoholic Priest 
Vill. The Divine Physician 


Here is your SPECIAL OFFER... $4.00 


EACH 


NCCA, P.O. Box 1194, Indianapolis 6, Indiana 


Please send me ..:...........--...- volumes of “Alcoholism 

—-A Source Book for the Priest” at $4.00 each. 

INVACIVE eres Sieve 7 tk Ge eth Re a ee see ecco SEN Ye ees 
FADS DES DSSS Se eee eis lS Ee Ce AE 5 1 eee KanRea nD 
CORTE sg Piet es ae Sa Te Ge oa oe ZOD: Asses States aes 


April / 1960 337 


Currente Calamo 


SOSHSEHEEHHSEHHRHSHSHSLHEHAHLOHLOSHEH EEE 


Sweden, these ladies will presum- 
ably be privileged to celebrate 
Mass on the high altar in Canter- 
bury Cathedral, practically over- 
looking the throne of SS. Augus- 
tine, Anselm, and Thomas a Beck- 
et! 


A total of 1,000,050 brown scap- 
ulars were distributed in the De- 
troit area during 1958. 


Catholic Bible Week was moved 
this year from Septuagesima to 
Noy. 6-12. This makes it a follow- 
up to Mission Sunday and puts it 
closer to National Bible Week, 
sponsored during the third week in 
October by a nonsectarian lay- 
men’s association in New York. 


A slick operator was recently 
nailed in Pittsburgh after swin- 
dling a number of priests out of 
sizeable amounts. 
come a phone call from the drug 
store around the corner. The fel- 
low would say it was the V.A. call- 
ing, or Catholic Charities, and the 
priests should expect a visit from 
Mr. Fritz Thompkins, who had 
problems. The faker would then 
pop in, a Negro, with a ceck-and- 
bull story—very plausible—about 
being a wounded veteran driven 
from his teaching position in New 
Orleans by race prejudice. He 
generally got from $50 to $100 in 
each instance. 


The Trappists from Okauchee, 
Wisconsin, want us to publicize 
their new brand of “White Monk” 
canned goods. Included in the new 
line are Early June Peas, Sweet 
Peas, Whole Kernel Corn, Cream 


sound way to cut 
maintenance costs 


See our representative . . . the Man 
Behind the Huntington Drum. He has 
solutions for your maintenance prob- 
lems that can reduce labor costs and 
save you money. His experience is 
backed by a company which has de- 
voted more than 40 years to testing 
and developing good products for bet- 
ter maintenance and sanitation. 


HUNTINGTON & LABORATORIES 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 
Philadelphia 35 in Canada: Toronto 2 
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For Every Priest... 


PRIEST OF CHRIST 


by Rev, Francis J. Ripley 


With a foreword by His Eminence Cardinal Godfrey 


A book by a priest for priests. Drawing upon 
his many years of experience of talking to and 
advising his fellow priests, Father Ripley describes 
the enormous responsibilities of the Catholic priest, 
outlines the tremendous pressures and tensions that 
modern society exerts upon his task and indicates 
the joys that fall to those who have realized God’s 
gift of a religious vocation. 


Illustrated by highly relevant quotations from 
holy scripture, Priest of Christ examines the duties 
of the priest to God and the Church, to his people, 
and to himself. Priests will find it an invaluable 
and stimulating book to be read and thought over; 
for those laymen who are anxious to assist their 
priests to the utmost, this book will be an aid to 
a deeper understanding of the nature of the priest- 
hood. $3.95 


Wherever good books are sold 


THE NEWMAN press 


WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 
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Z 


effects . . 

with Lithophane, worshipful 
Church or School windows of 
the purest rays, are yours at 
( trifling cost & effort. No tools 


sehen seas: 


. “hid the 
with the 
« colorful Lithophane. Church 
2 windows are radiant and 

lovely, better than we hoped.” 


_ 
Send for FREE Samples, 
Catalog, etc. DEP’T. P-40 


THEY WRITE: .. 
awkward view 


se guasssennnannaasae 
BS ce sie Sy 


1/VAL/CO., 5206 Tilden Ave., 


B’klyn 3, N.Y. 


Neat, Modern, Thro-Away 
“CHAPLAIN” 
COLLARS 


=> 


ONE LOW PRICE 
4 dozen for $5.00 


Be neat, comfortable, and SAVE money! 
Only one style; double-ply and reversible. 
No wilting, no fraying, no hot synthetic 
look. When fresh-look fades, just throw 
collar away! Front 15%” packed flat, per- 
fect for travel! If in doubt, specify shirt 
collar size. Money Back Guarantee. 
Postage prepaid in U.S.A. 
Sorry. No C.O.D. 

Westport Fibercraft Co., Westport, Conn. 
| enclose $5 for FOUR DOZEN ‘'Chaplain” 
style collars in the size circled below: 

14% 15 15, 16 16% 17 17% 
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Style Corn, Cut Green Beans, Cut 
Wax Beans, hand-packed Tomatoes 


and Tomato Juice, all packed and~ 


sealed under exacting supervision. 
Products are available in regular 
No. 303 size cans or in institution- 
al size No. 10 cans for distribution 
to retail grocers, restaurants, 
schools, hospitals, and institutions. 
For full particulars, write to Our 
Lady of Spring Bank Cistercian 
Monastery, Okauchee, Wisconsin. 


Father Francis Filas, S.J., has 
been notified by ABC-TV that 
“The Shroud of Turin” Good Fri- 
day religious documentary which 
he is presenting will be offered to 
network stations. It will run 1:30- 
2:00 p.m. clock time (except MT: 
12:30). Last year Time Magazine 
selected it as one of the top shows 
of the weekend. In the last two 
years there were 144 station accep- 
tances. If you want to get it into 
your community, write to Fr. Filas 
for help at Loyola University, Chi- 
cago 26 


Clergy Rate 
on the Airlines 


NiCr Airlines, with jet 
service between New York 
and Miami, reports that their dis- 
count on clergy “standbys” has 
been working out very well. Last 
year, they sent out 1,859 cards. 
As of November 30, 1959, they 
had sent out 2,816, of which 1,014 
were renewals. Cards are held by 
clergy in 39 states, as well as 
Canada, the Caribbean Islands, 
Europe, the Middle East, Central 
and South America. 
We priests held 65% of the 
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Bacred Heart Retreat House for Priests 


Located at Auriesville, N.Y. on the grounds of the National Shrine 
of the North American Martyrs in the Diocese of Albany, N.Y. 


This Retreat House, now in its 22nd year, is exclusively for Priests. 
_The only requisites of an applicant are: that he be a Priest in good standing 
“and that he have the permission of his Ordinary or Religious Superior. 


All Retreats are CLOSED in the full sense of that term. There are 
no recreation periods and necessary silence is observed at all times, All 
are Group Retreats given only on the scheduled dates below by Jesuit Retreat 
Masters. Ample opportunity is given for prayerful and private meditation; 
facilities are provided for each Priest to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice daily. 


There is no set fee. Any offering is acceptable. Any Priest unable to 
make an offering is welcome as our guest. Retreats are five days in length 
and begin on Sunday evenings at 9:00 p.m. and close on Friday afternoons 
at 3:00 p.m. 

To reach Auriesville: VIA RAILROAD: N.Y. Central to Amsterdam; 
VIA PLANE: To Albany-Schenectady Airport, use Airport Limousine Service 
to Van Curler Hotel in Schenectady; VIA AUTO: New York State Thruway 
to Fultonville, exit No. 28 (from the West); to Amsterdam, exit No. 27 
(from the East). 


SCHEDULE OF PRIESTS’ RETREATS: Apr. 24 to Dec. 9, 1960 


Re- | Retreat Masters Re- | Retreat. Masters 
treat] Begins Closes (All Priests of treat | Begins Closes | (All Priests of 
No. |9:00 p.m.| 3:00 p.m. | the Society of Jesus) No. |9:00 p.m.| 3:00 p.m. the Society of Jesus) 
1 | Apri! 24 | April 29 | Joseph S. Dinneen, S.J. 15| Aug. 7} Aug. 12 | Raymond W. Schouten, S.J. 
2 | May May 6 | Louis A. Wheeler, S.J. 16 | Aug. 14 | Aug. 19 | Francis X. Brock, S.J. 
3|May &|May 13] Lewis Delmage, S.J. 17 | Aug. 21 | Aug. 26 | Raymond J. Balduf, S.J. 
4|May 15| May 20 | Robert P. Phalen, S.J. 18 | Aug. 28 | Sept. 2 | Vincent de P. Hayes, S.J.- 
5| May 22 | May 27 | John A. Hughes, S.J. 19 | Sept. 4 Sept. 9 | Charles F. X. Dolan, S.J. 
6|May 29! June 3] John J. Brady, S.J. 20 | Sept. 11 | Sept. 16 | William E. Welsh, S.J. 
7\ June 5] June 10 | Francis V. Courneen, S.J. 21 | Sept. 18 | Sept. 23 | Raymond J. Cotter, S.J. 
$| June 12 | June 17! Edward P. Higgins, S.J. 22 | Sept. 25 | Sept. 30 | Louis A. Wheeler, S.J. 
9| June 19{| June 24 { Lewis M. Cox, S.J. 23 | Oct. 2] Oct. 7 | Cecil H. Chamberlain, S.J. 
10} June 26] July 1 | Gerard F. Knoepfel, S.J. 24] Oct. 9 Oct. 14] Frederic M. O’Connor, S.J. 
11/ July 3] July &| Gerard F. Knoepfel, S.J. 25 Oct. 16] Oct. 21 | Charles G. Herzog, S.J. 
12 | July 10] July 15 | Leo A. Dore, S.J. 26 | Oct. 23] Oct. 28 | Charles G. Herzog, S.J. 
13 | July 17] July 22 | Leo A. Dore, S.J. 27| Nov. 6] Nov. 11 | John Havas, S.J. 
#14] July 25 Wes 2 | James E. Risk, S.J. 28 | Nov. 27| Dec. 2] Thomas A. Burke, S.J. 
29| Dec. 4/Dec. 9 | Vincent P. McCorry, S.J. 


* Retreat No. 14 only is Eight (8) Days in length. 
All others are Five (5) Days in length. 


For further information, schedules & reservation cards, address: 
REV. WILLIAM J. SCHLAERTH, S.J., Director of Retreats 


SACRED HEART RETREAT HOUSE 
AURIESVILLE, NEW YORK PHONE: Fonda 3-7381 
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1959 cards, Protestants 23%, and 
Jewish 12%. 

A Diner’s Card may be used to 
charge the fare. 


We have this information from 
a Discalced Carmelite, who says 
“We cover our Third Order groups 
in Philadelphia and New York 
from our Boston monastery. It has 
been a great help and a great sav- 
ing in time and money — and 
Northeast is a good airline. Thus, 
Congress and Northeast have been 
helpful to the clergy.” 


Summer School 
of Catholic Action 


Ginte its founding in 1931 by 
the late Father Daniel A. Lord, 


§.J., the Summer School of Cath- 
olic Action has trained over 210,- 
000 students at some 156 sessions 


held in more than 36 different cit- 


ies throughout the United States 
and Canada. 


This year’s schedule is planned 
as follows: 

June 6-10—Hendersonville, N.C. 

June 13-18—St. Paul. 

July 18-23—San Antonio 

July 25-29—El Paso 

August 8-12—Pacific Grove (Asi- 
lomar, California). 

August 15-20—New York 

August 22-27—Toledo 

August 29-September 3 — Chi- 
cago 

Additional information may be 
had by writing to The Queen’s 
ae 3115 S. Grand St., St. Louis 


. SILVER 


CHALIGES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE’S sx zEnciscos 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 
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TEE-VEE 
PROBLEMS? 


If you think the networks have 
troubles . . . with their high- 
paid, temperamental stars and 
Congressional investigations .. . 
what about the fellow on the 
other end of the tube? 


What programs should he try to see? 
Which ones should never light the room? 


People who read Ed Fischer’s “SOUNDINGS” in the 
AVE MARIA have the edge on their neighbors. Week 
by week Mr. Fischer gives a Christian, human and 
artistic once-over to the current TV 

and movie offerings. 


Fischer isn’t afraid to stick his neck out and make 
recommendations... nor does he hestitate to clobber 
the mediocre or offensive. 


This feature column is only one of the reasons for 
the continued popularity of AVE MARIA as the lead- 
ing Catholic weekly for home and family. 


AVE MARIA in your parish won’t cost you a penny. 
Write for details of our “no risk” i, 
parish distribution plan. 


MARIA 


NATIONAL Notre Dame, 


CATHOLIC Indiane 
WEEKLY 
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the message is 
lasting when 
it's in print, 
here are just two 
of our publications 
produced for your 
parishioners. 


ALL SHIPMENTS POSTPAID 
48-hour service on orders 


Nn 
YMC A— but why can’t we join? pe cover price 10c 


This booklet, using actual quotations from Y literature, shows 
what they teach about religion, sex and faith. 


YOUR PARISH SCHOOL: a handbook for parents cover price 25¢ 


Distribution of this 40-page booklet will help develop the 
parent attitude necessary to give the children the best educa- 
tion the school can offer. Packed with information, it will 
solve some of the communication problems existing between 


parents and teachers 


AVE MARIA PRESS 
NOTRE DAME, IND. 
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Catholic - Public Schools 


N a recent editorial we ex- 

pressed the fear that the 
public school system as pres- 
ently constituted is becoming 
more and more opposed to us 
both in principle and practice 
though we are by no means to 
be considered in a position op- 
posing the public school. With 
the aid of Fr. Neil McClus- 
key’s Catholic Viewpoint on 
Education (Hanover House), 
which we used in our own 
fashion, and with a jaundiced 
eye cocked at some contempo- 
rary pundits like Conant, we 
tried to outline the trend to- 
wards greater and greater sec- 
ularization, a trend which cer- 
tainly leaves no place for the 
private religious school. We 
felt, indeed, that ‘‘we are ap- 
proaching some kind of show- 
down.” 


Hence it was with great in- 
terest and appreciation that we 
read a copy of an article which 
appeared during the month of 
February in The Texas Catho- 
lic, the official organ of the 
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diocese of Dallas-Ft. Worth. 
Entitled “Restatement of the 
Catholic Position on the School 
Question” and written by Msgr. 
A. J. Sawkins of the diocese of 
Toledo, it offers a positive pro- 
gram which Msgr. Sawkins 
thinks will shore up certain 
weaknesses from which our 
system suffers. The program 
faces practical difficulties; 
“but,” writes Msgr. Sawkins, 
“I think they can be solved.” 
It is also, admittedly, contro- 
versial. “I realize,” continues 
Msgr. Sawkins, ‘‘this means in- 
viting a debate from the clergy 
too. But if a united position 
eventuates, what could be bet- 
ter? The immediate need is to 
define our position.” 


In a covering letter, Msgr. 
Sawkins tells us, ‘Your publi- 
cation, I bélieve, is the best 
medium for bringing it to their 
attention.” It is in that spirit 
of stimulating free discussion 
and actual criticism in the hope 
of arriving at both a definition 
and a united front that we of- 
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fer this exposition of Msgr. 
Sawkins’ views. 

“T believe” he writes “that 
our Catholic schools were in 
danger 20 years ago: greater 
now—facing costs and maybe 
taxes, facing growth, shortage 
of teachers, and competition, 
and now determined opposi- 
tion. I believe that this last is 
no passing wave of bigotry, 
such as we have had every 20 
years or so. This is an early 
stage of what is now at an 
advanced stage in Europe, and 
it won’t fade out without a 
finish fight.” 

Our Weakness 

Yet in the face of this mount- 
ing and determined opposition, 
our weakness, in his view, con- 
sists: (1) in numerous mis- 
statements of our position by 
Catholics (italics ours); (2) 
in concentrating great efforts 
on trifling and partial objec- 
tives; and (3) in failing to 
make known what goes on in 
our schools. To make this more 
concrete and specific, the au- 
thor indicates what he consid- 
ers “serious errors’: that we 
have allowed our parish schools 
to be labelled private (as we 
ourselves did earlier): that we 
have permitted the impression 
that we seek no public funds, 
or at least not much, or not 
just now; that by objecting to 
inspection we seem to fear 
comparison of our schools with 
others; and lastly, that we ap- 
pear to be interested only in 
ourselves. 
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The contention here, first of 
all, is an interesting and pro-— 
vocative one. “The parochial 
school is not’a private school - 
but should be called something — 
equivalent to a public school” 
inasmuch as it has been set up 
to comply with laws of com- 
pulsory education and _ of 
minimum education. This ob- 
servation held our attention all 
the more in view of several 
highly publicized disputes both 
in the U.S. and in England 
within recent years over the 
claimed rights of parents to 
educate their children at home. 
Interestingly, too, the Third 
Council of Baltimore has this 
to say: “All Catholic parents 
are bound to send their chil- 
dren to the parochial schools 
unless either at home or in 
other Catholic schools they 
may sufficiently and evidently 
provide for the Christian edu- 
cation of their children .. .” 
Does the Council go much fur- 
ther than the civil law? It 
would appear so. Civil laws 
have not recognized parental 
rights in this area. 

In any case an actual study 
of state support for Catholic 
schools undertaken in 1937 by 
RevVied len Cronin. and whoa. 
Donohue (Fordham  Univer- 
sity) turned up rather numer- 
ous instances of aid in vary- 
ing degrees given at that time 
to some 340 elementary and 
secondary schools. Of course 
the situation has worsened 
since then, but we are con- 
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cerned here not with the de- 
terioration of church and state 
relations but with nomencla- 
ture. Fr. Cronin and Mr. Dono- 
hue employed a term which 
seems to express Msgr. Saw- 
-kin’s viewpoint—they called 
such schools ‘“Catholic-public 
schools.” Quite possibly a still 
more apt term can be coined to 
imply that a properly qualified 
school meeting requirements 
laid down by public law is it- 
self, in an important sense of 
the term, a “public school.” 


Elementary Justice 


But it is not hard to foresee 
the next step. To support such 
schools is not “support of reli- 
gion,” but, argues Msgr. Saw- 
kins, “elementary justice,” 
since public funds are collect- 
ed specifically by county, state 
and federal governments for 
educating children as required 
by law. 

How much should Catholics 
receive? The “full cost, as it 
prevails in the local school dis- 
trict of educating an elemen- 
tary school child and also a 
high school child up to the age 
required by law, no more and 
no less.” The claim -is made 
in the name of justice. How- 
ever, one important stricture 
should be added: the money 
must be paid not to the school 
or parish or anyone else save 
to the citizen for the citizen’s 
child,” “or, if you prefer, to 
the tax-payer for the tax-pay- 
er’s child.” 
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True that a somewhat sim- 
ilar system has been success- 
fully operated both in Quebec 
and Ontario where each citi- 
zen designates exactly what’s 
to be done with his school tax- 
es, naming the school; but it 
seems only a remote possibil- 
ity to us in the States. Con- 
scious of the obstacles, Msgr. 
Sawkins pleads for an inten- 
sive program of enlightenment 
“for priests, for the Catholic 
laity and the non-Catholic 
public.” 

It is just here that we feel 
unanimity will be hard to come 
by even in the case of Catho- 
lics. Cardinal Spellman, for ex- 
ample, and Cardinal Cushing 
seem to be opposed to federal 
aid though the present writer 
cannot say to what extent and 
under what precise circum- 
stances. The Archbishop of 
New York expressed his mind 
in 1949 in a concrete situa- 
tion, the controversy over the 
Barden Bill: “We are not ask- 
ing for general public support 
.. . Under the Constitution we 
do not ask nor can we expect 
public funds to pay for the 
construction or repair of paro- 
chial school buildings, or for 
the support of teachers or for 
other maintenance costs.” The 
distinction implied between 
“subsidy” and “auxiliary serv- 
ices” has, notes Fr. McCluskey, 
been seconded in public state- 
ments by other Bishops.” Car- 
dinal Cushing, as recently as 
1955, stated his objection as 
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basically an objection to state 
control. Speaking of govern- 
ment aid he said, “I would ab- 
solutely refuse the offer for I 
cannot see how any Govern- 
ment or State would build 
schools, without expecting to 
control them in whole or part. 
We are not looking to any Gov- 
ernment for any assistance in 
building our system of educa- 
tion.” 
Standardization 

Msgr. Sawkins seems not to 
fear state control and he inter- 
prets it to mean inspection and 
standardization. Hence he 
makes his claim for extensive 
distribution of funds, not “aid,” 
to parents. He writes, ‘We 
must quit asking for trifles, like 
books and bus rides. These are 
partial measures, and these 
provoke more opposition and 
more suspicion than a frank 
and full claim. If we can make 
a case for a bus ride, we can 
make it for full claims. We 
have expended gigantic efforts 
for the bus ride, and about all 
we have got is the taunt that 
this is an ‘entering-wedge’ 
policy.” 

Nor does the issue of inspec- 
tion and standardization affect 
him adversely. Admittedly, 
with so many of our institu- 
tions accredited already, we 
have gone a long way toward 
standardization thus far. ‘We 
should be inspected,” he avers, 
“because we must meet requir- 
ed standards: and in all cases 
we should agree to forfeit pub- 
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lic funds if we do not meet the 
standards within a reasonable 
time.” 

We have in this whole re- ~ 
gard sunk into a kind of “in- | 
feriority complex”? because we 
are a minority. On the other 
hand we should recall that this 
is a country where minorities 
“can get their rights” and so 
we should act in time and with 
vigor instead of timidity. We 
should seek representation on 
school boards and supervisory 
bodies and we should contrive 
to get a hearing and to make 
our views available. He ex- 
presses confidence that the 
“majority” always responds to 
logic, honesty and fairness, if 
you keep putting your case 
before them. Just here we fall 
down. In an all-out effort, we 
should familiarize everyone 
with the nature of our school 
system, prepare publicity with 
plenty of photos to enlighten 
the general public on what is 
being done daily in our class- 
rooms to provide what is es- 
sentially a public not private 
service, organize lay-commit- 
tees such as parents, public 
school teachers, lawyers, public 
men, etc. 

Msgr. Sawkins cites with ap- 
proval the proposal made by a 
‘judge of great ability, long le- 
gal experience, and_ strong 
grasp of fundamental prin- 
ciples” that we should even go 
so far as to obtain a rehearing 
of the issues of the McCollum 
ease of 1948. “The thing to do 
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- now,” said the judge, “is to 
show that the Supreme Court 
committed error.” 


The Unpredictable 


We must confess that in 
view of certain novel decisions 
on the part of the Supreme 
Court on the whole issue of the 
relationship of church and state 
we ourselves would hesitate to 
rest our case with this august 
body. Against the Zorach case 
there stand on record against 
us the judgments of the Mc- 
Collum case, the strange rul- 
ing of Justice Black in the 
Everson case and the even 
more startling decision of Jus- 
tice Rutledge. Justice Black de- 
clared that ‘Neither a state nor 
the Federal Government can, 
openly or secretly, participate 
in the affairs of any religious 
organization or groups and vice 
versa.” Justice Rutledge inter- 
preted the First Amendment to 
mean that “the prohibition 
broadly forbids any state sup- 
port, financial or other, of re- 
ligion in any guise, form or 
degree.” This is, indeed, the 
doctrine of the ‘wall of sep- 
aration.” We do not see that 
it is obviously the intent of 
the First Amendment. Neither 
do we see, however, that such 
thinking lends us much en- 
couragement. Above all there 
is an element of the arbitrary 
and the unpredictable. Will the 


Court in the next case favor 
Black or Douglas? Will we get 
something resembling the Zo- 
rach decision or a copy of the 
McCollum case or will we win 
an equivocal victory as in the 
Everson case for all the wrong 
reasons? 


At this stage it may indeed 
strike our readers that we are 
being hypercritical and con- 
tentious with regard to Msgr. 
Sawkin’s theses. This is far 
from the truth. We have simply 
looked for the other side and 
that quite deliberately, as we 
felt we should if we are to 
raise the controversies Msgr. 
Sawkins wants raised. We 
thoroughly agree that, as he 
puts it, “something positive and 
something big has to be done 
by somebody. A specific pro- 
gram will be our best protec- 
tion.” 


Our concern is simply to get 
Msgr. Sawkins the hearing he 
has every right to and which 
we gladly afford him. Both his 
interests and ours will be serv- 
ed if we can set our readers to 
thinking about the problem he 
has neatly exposed and to 
which he has given a forth- 
right answer. We are convinced 
that he has dealt with one of 
the most pressing problems 
both of our day and of coming 
years. G.J.G. A 


+ +¢ + 
“The best way to economize time is to lose one-half hour 
each day attending Holy Mass.”—Frederick Ozanam. 
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Reunion in Germany 


LAURENTIUS KLEIN, 0O.S.B. 


|Z IS well known that the 

main concern of Pope John 
XXIII is the reunion of separat- 
ed Christians with the Roman 
Catholic Church. In practice 
this work of reunion can not 
be done by the Pope or the 
Holy See alone in a uniform 
and centralized way, because 
Protestantism is different in 
each country. In this respect 
the bishops have a most impor- 
tant task. They are, as shep- 
herds of their diocese, also re- 
sponsible for those people who 
are baptized and our brethren 
in Christ, honoring themselves 
with the name of Christians, 
yet not belonging to the unity 
of the Church. 

The separation of Western 
Christianity began in Germany. 
Therefore it is fitting that Ger- 
man Christians have a special 
interest in reunion. In report- 
ing about this question I shall 
first outline the internal and 
external situation of German 
Protestantism. With this back- 
ground it will be easier to un- 
derstand the concrete program 
for reunion which is being dis- 
cussed in Germany. 

In Germany, Protestantism is 
organized in “Landeskirchen” 
(District Churches). Nearly all 


A leader in German ecumenism, 
Father Laurentius writes from St. 
Mathias Abbey at Trier. 
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of these are joined together in © 
the Evangelical Church in Ger- 
many (Evangelische Kirche in 
Deutschland—EKD). But this 
union is very loose because of 
important differences in doc- 
trine which have grown out of 
the ancient differences between 
Luther and Calvin. The Luthe- 
rans, therefore, feeling the in- 
sufficiency of this union, main- 
tain still a second union among 
themselves: The United Evan- 
gelical-Lutheran Church in 
Germany (Vereinigte Evange- 
lisch-Lutherische Kirche in 
Deutschland-VELKD). While 
the union first mentioned is in 
a process of gradual dissolu- 
tion, the Lutherans are joining 
themselves ever more together 
in their own union, the 
VELKD. 


Independent of these Lan- 
deskirchen and these unions, 
yet running diagonally through 
them, there are the Bruder- 
schaften (Confraternities), 
which exercise a great influ- 
ence on the whole of German 
Protestantism. Of special in- 
terest concerning reunion is the 
Protestant movement of the 
“Sammlung” (Gathering) di- 
rected by Hans Asmussen. 

The Protestant Landeskir- 
chen and their unions (EKD 
and VELKD) do not exercise a 
teaching function like the Ro- 
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man Catholic Church. There- 
fore, there is no unity of doc- 
trine among German Protes- 
tants, not even in one of the 
single Landeskirchen. Instead 
of the Protestant bishops or 
presidents, the professors of the 
Universities exercise a great 
influence on contempory Pro- 
testant doctrine. The most fa- 
mous are Karl Barth and Ru- 
dolf Bultmann. Besides them, 
there are other theologians who 
orientate their theology with 
the dogma of the ancient 
Church and conform it to the 
Augsburg Confession or other 
Protestant creeds of the 16th 
century. 


Relationship With Catholic Church 


It must be said that the rela- 
tionship with the Catholic 
Church is generally friendly. 
During the Hitler regime both 
Catholics and Protestants were 
persecuted. In this persecution, 
which continues in Eastern 
Germany until the present 
time, they found themselves 
together. After World War II, 
Catholics and Protestants foun- 
ded a new political party, the 
CDU, and it is well known 
that this party was successful 
in most of its actions, becom- 
ing the strongest power in Eu- 
rope against Communism. 

Besides these political ac- 
tions, there are many other 
common activities, such as 
film, television, radio, and so- 
cial programs, railway station 
missions, placard missions, etc. 
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In districts of Catholic minori- 
ty, Protestants permit Catholic 
Mass or other services to be 
held in the Protestant Church 
and vice versa. 

Also, in theology, the time of 
polemics is over, and real un- 
derstanding is being attemp- 
ted. There are many discussions 
between Catholic and Protes- 
tant theologians with permis- 
sion of the bishops, and a fruit- 
ful exchange of results in theo- 
logy, especially concerning 
modern exegesis. 

During the last 30 years, 
Protestants and Catholics ap- 
proached each other constantly. 
Of course, there were and there 
are crises, but they are not so 
important that good relations 
could be shattered by them. 
The atmosphere which is ne- 
cessary for any reunion is good. 

Former activities concerning 
reunion may be reduced to two 
methods: a) single conversions 
and b) unions. 

a) Single conversions: The 
success of making single con- 
verts is very neglible because 
for years the number of con- 
verts has been the same as that 
of apostasies. Already from this 
respect the idea of reaching a 
reunion by single converts 
seems to be quite hopeless. But 
there is also difficulty from 
the theological viewpoint. 
During the 400 years of separa- 
tion, God did not refuse his 
grace to Protestants. They are 
baptized and thus constituted 
in the state of sanctifying 
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grace. But baptism also orders 
men to the Church and to com- 
munion with other baptized. 
This is the foundation on which 
God gives His grace and 
charisms which only can be 
exercised in a congregation. It 
cannot be denied that Protes- 
tantism as a congregation. has 
such graces and charisms—for 
example, their own language, 
hymns, spiritual music, and 
their special piety. Single con- 
verts cannot exercise them in 
the Catholic Church. This is a 
loss which could be avoided. 

Therefore, because of practi- 
cal and theological reasons, the 
effort at reaching reunion by 
single conversions is insuffi- 
cient. But this is not to speak 
against single conversions. We 
have to respect such decisions 
of Christian conscience. But 
this way, as a method for re- 
union, can not be reasonably 
pursued. 

b) Unions: From the Protes- 
tant standpoint, there would 
be no difficulty if the Catholic 
Church would become a mem- 
ber of the World Council of 
Churches and in such a way 
seek union with the various 
Protestant churches. But from 
the Catholic viewpoint there 
are many difficulties concern- 
ing which it is unnecessary to 
write ‘there. But also a union 
such as the Church has esta- 
blished with groups of East- 
ern Christians is inconceivable 


here. There are several 
reasons for this. The Eastern 
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groups have quite another sort 


of evolution than Protestants. 


The evolution of discursive 
thinking in the West, together™ 


with the development of indi-~ 


vidualism and its effects in 
philosophy and theology, lead to 
the result that a unity in faith 
and thinking is rarly found in 
a single Protestant Landeskir- 
che or even in a single parish. 
Indeed, Protestants of a single 
parish do not necessarily believe 
the same things as their pastor, 
and vice versa. Another factor 
is that Protestant ministers 
generally do not possess 
priestly ordination and thus do 
not participate in apostolic suc- 
cession. 

From these considerations, it 
can be seen that efforts toward 
single conversions as well as 
that of entering into direct 
corporate reassociation are 
both impossible in attaining a 
reunion of all Christians in 
Germany. 

This is a real dilemma. But 
a year ago another program 
was introduced for discussion. 
The Protestant movement of 
the Sammlung brought forth 
the idea of “corporate member- 
ship” as the only right way for 
a reunion. Although the Samm- 
lung does not represent the of- 
ficial Protestant Landeskirchen 
or one of their unions, it speaks 
for a larger number of Protes- 
tants. 

Corporative membership 
means a reunion of a larger 
group of Protestants with the 
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Catholic Church, keeping their 
own liturgy, their own organi- 
zation (like the organization 
of the Oriental Uniate groups), 
and their own theology insofar 
as it circumscribes rightly the 
mysteries of Christian faith. 
Here are some reflections on 
these three points: 


The Vernacular Is Imperative 

A Protestant group which 
comes to such a “corporate 
membership” must be allowed 
to celebrate its liturgy in the 
vernacular, especially the Holy 
Eucharist, including the words 
of consecration, because Pro- 
testants in Germany are accus- 
tomed to speak them loudly or 
even to sing as the Oriental 
rites do. There are about three 
forms of Eucharistic ordinary 
which could be accepted by the 
Catholic Church because they 
are theologically sound. 

Besides the Eucharist, Pro- 
testants have their so-called 
preaching services, Bible-study 
sessions, and penitential servi- 
ces. All these could be retained. 
But it would be impossible to 
expect Protestants — whether 
in private or publicly in their 
churches — to be sensitive re- 
garding veneration of the 
saints as it is usual in the Ca- 
tholic Church of the Latin rite. 
In their official new “Agenda”’ 
(a kind of Book of Common 
Prayer), Lutherans do have 
-feasts of the saints, but com- 
pared with our practice it is 
minimal. 
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From the strict standpoint of 
Catholic dogma (we must not 
judge from the standpoint of 
certain forms of piety), it 
would be sufficient to acknow- 
ledge the possibility of devo- 
tion to the saints, because it is 
certain that devotion to the 
saints is not absolutely neces- 
sary for eternal life. 

Another question is devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament. Lu- 
therans generally believe in the 
real presence of Our Lord in 
the bread and wine, but Cal- 
vinists generally do not. In this 
connection we must remember 
also that the United Oriental 
Churches do not practice spe- 
cial forms of piety concerning 
the Blessed Sacrament as we 
do (for example: exposition, 
benediction, processions, etc). 
Oriental groups lately come 
into communion with the Holy 
See were not compelled to in- 
troduce such forms as a condi- 
tio sine qua non for reunion, 
nor should we compel a group 
of Protestants to such forms 
either. In this respect, we have 
to put into practice the words 
of Pope Benedict XV: “To be- 
come a Catholic is not the same 
as to become a Latin.” 


Organization 


A larger group of Protes- 
tants which may achieve union 
with the Catholic Church must 
have its own organization. In 
this regard many of the special 
arrangements granted the Ori- 
ental Churches and provided in 
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the new canon law could be 
utilized. Protestant ministers 
must receive delegation and 
order to care for the faithful 
who may accompany them to 
such a corparative membership. 
The ministers must be permit- 
ted to marry. The diaconate 
should become again a perman- 
ent order (as in Oriental rites), 
rather than only a transitory 
step to the priesthood. 

The problems which remain 
to be, overcome in such an 
event are many. But should we 
see only difficulties and sur- 
render? Such an attitude would 
be the same as losing our own 
courage and despising the grace 
. of our Lord. 

In the course of the past 400 
years, Protestant theology has 
developed its own categories, 
conceptions, and methods 
which differ from those of the 
theological schools in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Often 
the same words mean another 
thing, or different words mean 
the same. Here we have the 
difficult task of finding out 
which of the Protestant doc- 
trines are intrinsically sound 
and which are not. Further, we 
ourselves have to test which 
is essential to._a dogma and 
which not. We should not take 
this task lightly. 

For example: Concerning the 
sacraments, we teach that to 
each sacrament belongs its out- 
ward sign, its internal grace, 
and its institution by Jesus 
Christ. Anglicans say the same 


354 


and conclude that there are 
only two sacraments instituted 
by Jesus Christ: Baptism and 
the Last Supper and five sacra- 
ments of ecclesiastical origin. 

Here we must ascertain whe- 
ther we can accept this doc- 
trine by differentiating be- 
tween immediate (Baptism and 
the Last Supper) and mediate 
institution of a sacrament by 
Jesus Christ. I think that by 
such a distinction Catholic dog- 
ma is not diminished, the bib- 
lical result is clearer, and a 
new common basis is attained 
as a bridge to Anglicans. 

Of course, we cannot give up 
anything that belongs to dog- 
ma sensu stricto. But I think 
we should be prepared to forgo 
those things which belong to 
the special doctrine of this or 
that theological school, when it 
is in the interest of true re- 
union. What we need is an 
ecumenical theology in the real 
meaning of this word. I am 
convinced that by such a theo- 
logy most of the differences 
between Catholic and Protes- 
tants, especially Lutherans, can 
be solved. 

But questions will remain 
which are for Protestants not 
evident in themselves or even 
in their ultimate theological 
conclusions. Catholics who 
want to advise such Christians 
well and according to our doc- 
trine have to clarify the ques- 
tion whether it is sufficient to 
believe what the Church be- 
lieves—or, in other words, to 
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agree with a dogma by implicit 
consent only. 
A ‘Via Media’ 

Although the program of 
“corporate membership” — 
which is a middle way between 
the union of Christian denomi- 
nations in the World Council of 
Churches, and the union be- 
tween Oriental Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church— 
brings many new and difficult 
problems, it is today the best 
program for a true reunion and 
worthy of serious discussion. 
With its three main points it 
could become the fundamental 


basis for discussions between 
Catholics and Protestants in 
such a manner as Catholic and 
Oriental theologians are now 
discussing the problems of re- 
union, 

Recent Popes have often said 
that a reunion of our separated 
brethren is the same as their 
coming back to their own Fa- 
ther’s house. We have to pre- 
pare living rooms for them; but 
only when these rooms do not 
differ to much from their ear- 
lier ones will Protestants feel 
that the house of the Catholic 
Church is truly that of their 
Father. A 


++ + 


The Blackfriars Collapse 


Born in Middlesex, converted when a boy of fourteen, 
Robert Drury became a Jesuit priest and a celebrated preacher. 
On Sunday, November 5, 1623, he was preaching at Hunsdon 
House, the French Ambassador’s, formerly a Dominican priory, 
on the merciless servant, to a congregation of some 300 people 
assembled in the upper room. He enlarged (1) on man’s debt 
to God and the account to be rendered; (2) God’s mercy in re- 
mitting the debt; (3) man’s hardness of heart towards God and 


his brethren. 


After the sermon had proceeded about half-an-hour, the 
floor suddenly gave way, and the congregation fell 24 feet to 
the ground, where they lay crowded and buried beneath a mass 
of boards, beams and flesh. Nearly 80 persons perished, of high 
and low condition. Among the victims was Father Whittington, 
S.J., who was said to have converted 150 people that year. 

The Puritians regarded the catastrophe as a judgment of 
God on the Papist idolaters. The Catholics, on the other hand, 
consoled themselves with the assured hope of the salvation of 
the dead, who, many of them that morning, had confessed and 
communicated.—Bowden’s Mementoes. 
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The Good Moranville 


CHARLES CONNORS, C.S.Sp. 


HERE are now some 4,000,000 
youngsters attending ap- 
proximately 10,000 Catholic pa- 
rochial elementary schools in 
the United States. Many of us 
may occasionally ask: ‘‘Where 
will all this end?” Few of us 
may ask: ‘Where did it all be- 
gin?” 

It is not easy to determine 
when the first parochial school 
was founded in this country. 
But anyone who undertakes 
serious research in the field will 
be certain to encounter Father 
John F. Moranvillé, C.S.Sp., 
who, as pastor of St. Patrick’s 
parish, Baltimore, established 
“St. Patrick’s Free School” in 
1815. 

It is an accepted fact that 
this was the first free school of 
any kind in Baltimore. The as- 
sertion — though challenged — 
has been made that it was the 
first parochial school in the 
United States. Involvement in a 
discussion of this historical 
point may prevent you from 
getting better acquainted with 
Father Moranvillé; and _ that 
would be a shame. For by his 
zeal, talents, piety, and just 
plain ruggedness of character, 
he typifies that whole group of 
great priests’ who established 
the Church in our country. 

Born in Cagny, Picardy, on 
July 19, 1760, John Francis 
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“day, 


A pioneer 
in education 


Moranvillé became a choirboy 
in the Cathedral of Amiens at 
the age of eight. In those days 
this meant a prolonged period 
of serious training in music. 
Years later this training was to 
produce unexpected fruit. But 
an immediate result was. a 
strengthening of his resolve to 
become a priest. On October 1, 
1778, he entered Holy Ghost 
Seminary in Paris, where he 
spent the next six years in the 
study of philosophy and theo- 
logy. 


Holy Ghost Seminary, like 


-the society of the same name, 


was founded on Pentecost Sun- 
1703, by Father Claude 
Poullart des Places, the 250th 
anniversary of whose death was 
observed October 2, 1958. Its 
rules specified that “only per- 
sons who are known for their 
poverty, their good morals and 
their aptitude for the sciences” 
would be accepted. In addition, 
applicants had to be willing to 
consecrate themselves to the 
most difficult and most aban- 
doned work in God’s vineyard. 

During his seminary days 
young John sat spellbound as 
he heard returned Spiritans tell 
of their experiences in the mis- 
sion fields of China, the Indies, 
Africa, South America, and 
Canada. Eventually it was his 
turn to go and teach. Shortly 
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after ordination on the Satur- 
day before Trinity Sunday, 
1784, the young Levite, accom- 
panied by two other Spiritans, 
Fathers Herard and Duhamel, 
set out for French Guiana in 
South America. (Father Du- 
hamel would later be engaged 
in the care of souls in Hagers- 
town and Emmittsburg, Mary- 
land, Father Herard in the is- 
land of St. Croix.) 
In French Guiana 


Arriving late the same year, 
Father Moranvillé was assigned 
to the capital city, Cayenne. The 
population was mostly Negro. 
We get some idea of the grim- 
ness of life in this tropical 
colony from an incident that 
occurred as the young mission- 
er was ministering to a con- 
demned criminal. Before being 
executed, the culprit was haul- 
ed on a portable scaffold to the 
four quarters of the city, in each 
of which a hand or foot was cut 
off. Father Moranvillé rode 
with him. At the first stop, the 
amputated hand fell on the 
priest’s foot. The victim apolo- 
gized as he brushed the severed 
member off the wagon with his 
remaining hand. 

Those were turbulent times 
in France and its colonies. The 
Revolution broke out in 1789. 
Almost immediately the Nation- 
al Assembly, the supreme 
French governing body, requir- 
ed all priests to take an oath to 
uphold the new Civil Constitu- 
tion of the Clergy. That such an 
oath was an implicit recogni- 
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tion of the supremacy of the 
State in ecclesiastical matters 
and that the revolutionary gov- 
ernment was hostile to the 
Church was not immediately 
evident in Guiana. In fact, the 
evidence was to the contrary. 
The new Colonial Assembly, 
though revolutionary in char- 
acter, included several priests as 
deputies and opened its sessions 
with the celebration of a Low 
Mass. Father Jacquemin, the 
prefect apostolic, not only took 
the oath but ordered the clergy 
subject to him to do so. 

In this confused state of af- 
fairs it was not surprising that 
a number of priests in Guiana 
took the oath while others re- 
jected it. Among those who 
swore to uphold the new Con- 
stitution was Father Moranvillé. 
In fact, as a deputy to the As- 
sembly he was elected its presi- 
dent. 

The Oath Retracted 


Soon, however, the Revolu- 
tion’s hostility to the Church be- 
came patent. It was now obvi- 
ous that no priest could in good 
conscience swear to uphold the 
Civil Constitution. Accordingly, 
Father Moranvillé issued a pub- 
lic retraction of his oath, giving 
it the widest possible circula- 
tion. Then he fled to Surinam in 
Dutch Guiana. From there he 
sailed to Norfolk, Virginia, 
where he landed late in 1794, 
and then pushed on to Balti- 
more. Not surprisingly, upon his 
arrival there he had no funds. 
Fortunately, the Sulpicians 
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were already established at St. 
Mary’s Seminary and they pro- 
vided assistance. Anxious to 
exercise his priestly ministry, 
the refugee paid a visit to Most 
Reverend John Carroll, through 
whose good offices he was ac- 
cepted as a teacher of French 
and geography at ‘a female 
boarding school’ conducted by 
one Madame Lacomb. 

Almost immediately he dis- 
played the intense activity that 
characterized his whole life. Be- 
sides his daily teaching duties 
and study of English (of which 
he knew nothing when he ar- 
rived in Baltimore), he cele- 
brated Mass and preached in 
French each Sunday in St. 
Peter’s. He spent a great deal 
of time instructing the Negroes. 
He played the organ and direct- 
ed the choir at St. Peter’s. He 
composed the music for several 
hymns, including what was ap- 
parently a popular Christmas 
hymn, “Sion, Rejoice With 
Grateful Lays.” In a short time 
he was preaching in English. 

Pastor of St. Patrick’s 


In 1804 he was appointed pas- 
tor of St. Patrick’s in the south- 
eastern section of the city 
known as Fell’s Point. Founded 
in 1792 by Father Anthony 
Garnier, S.S., St. Patrick’s par- 
ish had the second Catholic 
church in Baltimore, built in 
1796. But already in 1804 the 
building was too small for its 
congregation. The new pastor 
immediately began to plan a 
larger church. In July, 1806, 
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Bishop Carroll laid the corner- 
stone of the new St. Patrick’s 
and on November 29, 1807, he 
blessed the completed church. 


One chronicler claims that no 
Catholic church between New 
Orleans and Philadelphia could 
equal it in “beauty, durability 
and: adaptation to its object” 
and describes the dedication as 
the “most splendid and impos- 
ing spectacle that had ever been 
witnessed in the United States.” 
Father Louis W. Dubourg, for- 
mer president of Georgetown 
College in Washington and 
Mount St. Mary’s College in 
Emmitsburg, and future Bishop 
of Louisiana and the Floridas, 
preached the sermon. Then he 
and Father Moranvillé “in their 
surplices, going from pew to 
pew, lifted a collection to pay 
the debts of the church,” the 
same report adds. Evidently the 
collection was a good one for a 
rectory was built soon after- 
ward. 

Now the energetic shepherd 
had a proper setting for carry- 
ing out his pastoral plans. Serv- 
ing as organist and director, he 
so imbued the choir with his 
own love of the liturgy that the 
faithful came from great dis- 
tances to assist at High Mass 
and vespers in St. Patrick’s each 
Sunday. He preached daily at 
Mass during Lent. He founded 
the Confraternity of Perpetual 
Adoration, each member of 
which pledged one half hour of 
adoration a week before the 
Blessed Sacrament. He began 
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the practice of conducting the 


Corpus Christi procession 
through the streets of the par- 
ish. At the first such, in 1811, 
the faculty from St. Mary’s 
Seminary served as ministers. 
Preliminary to establishing 
the school, Father Moranvillé 
organized the “St.- Patrick’s 
Benevolvent Society.”’ Monthly 
contributions from its members 
supplied funds for the school. 
The original student body con- 
sisted of 50 girls, not all of 
whom were Catholics. 
Numerous Vocations 


Vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life were constant- 
ly fostered by the pastor of St. 
Patrick’s. A number of its girls 
were directed by their pastor to 
the academy which Mother Se- 
ton had founded at Emmits- 
burg. Several of them joined 
the community. Others became 
Sisters of Loretto in Kentucky. 

When twelve Trappists, who 
had come to the United States in 
1811, had to abandon their first 
foundation in Maryland because 
of the unhealthy climate, Fa- 
ther Moranvillé rented a house 
for them near St. Patrick’s 
church. One of the community 
died there and was buried in 
the parish cemetery. When, in 
1814, they left Baltimore for 
New York, two members of the 
parish were among their num- 
ber. 

During the yellow fever 
epidemics of 1819 and 1821, 
Fell’s Point was one of the most 
affected areas of Baltimore. 
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Thousands were attacked by the 
disease, many fatally. The pas- 
tor of the Point seemed tireless 
as he administered the sacra- 
ments to the stricken (he re- 
ceived 40 converts on their 
deathbeds), as he supervised 
the feeding of children, as he 
provided coffins for the dead. 

Twice he contracted the fever. 
Twice he recovered. But the ef- 
fects of the disease never left 
him. On October 1, 1823, he 
sailed for France. In letters to 
members of his flock he ex- 
pressed the hope that he would 
soon be well enough to resume 
his pastoral duties. But when 
Father Simon G. Bruté, S.S., 
later Bishop of Vincennes, visit- 
ed him at Amiens early in the 
following year, he found him 
too weak to go even as far as 
Paris. 

On May 15, 1824, he offered 
Mass for the last time. Father 
Garnier, founder of St. Patrick’s 
and later Superior General of 
the Sulpicians, reported: “I 
have to inform you of the death 
of the good and apostolic Fath- 
er Moranvillé. He departed this 
life on May 17.” (The Holy 
Ghost Fathers’ necrology gives 
May 16 as the date.) “His death 
was precious before God. The 
people here have carried their 
veneration so far as to kiss his 
feet and to touch his body with 
their crucifixes and beads.” 

The news brought great sor- 
row to Fell’s Point. The secre- 
tary of the Board of Trustees of 
St. Patrick’s parish wrote to 
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France on July 30, 1824: “In 
common with all his children, I 
grieve that his ashes are not 
with us. They are our due, we 
have a right to them. If his 
friends deserve to keep his 
bones in the land of his nativity, 
they ought to send us his heart 
that we might entomb it in that 
splendid shrine which he built, 
St. Patrick’s church.” 

Their wish was never fulfill- 
ed. Only a lock of his hair was 
sent. But his faithful, to ex- 
press their love and veneration, 
placed a marble tablet in the 
wall of the church he had built. 
Its inscription well summarizes 
the life and character of a zeal- 


ous and holy priest who for 40 
years had remained faithful to 
his consecration as a Holy Ghost 
Father to “the most difficult 
and most abandoned work in 
God’s vineyard”: 
SACRED 
To The Memory Of 
THE GOOD MORANVILLE 
The Poor Man’s Friend, 
The ‘Comforter 
Of The Afflicted, And For 
Twenty Years 
The Much Beloved Pastor 
Of This Congregation 
At Amiens (France) he gave 
his soul to God, on the 
17th of May, 1824 
Re. A 


++ + 


Can Dogs Reason? 


There have been many instancs of dogs displaying un- 
usually intelligent behavior and a high degree of mental alert- 
ness, but it is doubtful if any dog has ever been able to work 


out why two and two make four. 


One of the most intelligent dogs on record is an unpedi- 
greed part-collie named Tubby. He learnt to do about 150 dif- | 
ferent things, including herding cows, gathering firewood, 
counting, and carrying messages. Tubby’s owner demonstrated 
Tubby’s remarkable achievement by scattering fifteen objects 
—wallet, pipe, chain, hat, etc., about 25 feet away and then 
commaning the dog to fetch each one by name. With rare ex- 
ceptions, Tubby always picks out the article called for. 

There are many other authenticated cases of canine intel- 
ligence that would seem to imply some degree of reasoning 
power. But because the dog is the most lovable and must loyal 
of all animal companions, intellectual powers which he does not 
possess are often attributed to him. But in spite of his many un- 
usual feats, psychologist generally agree that they involve no 
mental processes higher than simple learning— J. W. The 


Irish Digest. 
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We Don’t Read Enough 


Spiritual relaxation 


Saks years ago I heard an 
old pastor complaining about 
his assistant (as pastors are 
wont to do from time to time) 
and the burden of his com- 
plaint was that the assistant 
was too much “on the go.” 
“Why,’ grumbled the pastor, 
‘Gf he has to spend an evening 
at home, he doesn’t know what 
to do with himself!” I didn’t 
know what this fine old pastor 
was talking about at the time, 
but I think I do now. Certain- 
ly, it could hardly be said that 
the American clergy is lazy. We 
are ‘on the go” from early 
morning to late at night teach- 
ing, attending meetings, vali- 
dating marriages, and the many 
other tasks that fill our days. 
All of this is good, but is it 
enough? How often do we take 
time out to think? And the 
reason we don’t think enough 
is that we don’t read enough. 

I wonder what would happen 
to this country if there were 
50,000 Communists in the re- 
sponsible positions that we 
hold. Wouldn’t the Commun- 
ists just love to have the teach- 
ing positions in the universi- 
ties, colleges, and high schols 
that priests have; but what’s 
more important, wouldn’t they 
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like to have the opportunity 
Sunday after Sunday to get 
their message across to a large 
segment of the population? Yet 
we, with the sparkling dia- 
monds of Christ’s truth instead 
of the gaudy baubles of Com- 
munist falsehood, use this pre- 
cious position of guidance and 
leadership to deliver a dull dis- 
course of dry doctrine after 
laying great stress in the an- 
nouncements on the Wednesday 
Night Bingo. 

I do not mean that the doc- 
trine is dry—our doctrine is di- 
vine and should be inspiring— 
but rather it is our treatment 
of it that is dry and insipid. I 
do not mean that money-rais- 
ing is not an important part of 
our work, but the priest who 
spends 15 minutes talking up 
the Ladies’ Society ham dinner 
and then spends five minutes 
mouthing pious nothings about 
the Sunday Gospel is doing his 
parishioners an injustice. 


The Martha Mentality 


How often the’ newly-ordain- 
ed priest follows the same pat- 
tern. For years he has been 
studying and preparing himself 
for the active ministry. Once 
ordained he plunges into his 
work with pentecostal zeal. He 
was told time and time again 
in the seminary that if he is 
to be a truly apostolic priest, 
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he must keep up his study and 
his spiritual practices, yet there 
is so much to do and it seems 
there is so little time to do it 
in that he begins to let some of 
his religious exercises slip. 
Usually one of the first of these 
is spiritual reading. There just 
doesn’t seem to be any time to 
sit and read when there are 
converts to be instructed, the 
collection to be counted, the 
visiting of the sick and the lax, 
not to mention the door calls 
and that heavy cross of the 
city priest—the telephone. He 
has heard about the “sacristy 
priest” who was only concerned 
with his own _ spiritual life 
while his people went astray 
for lack of care by their shep- 
herd. So he must be busy, yes, 
busy like Martha about many 
things. 

For a while it seems to work 
out all right. He has plenty of 
stored-up spirituality from his 
seminary days, but in time this 
begins to wear off. His fiery 
zeal is dampened with the cold 
water of experience and fail- 
ure. His conscience begins to 
bother him a bit, especially at 
retreat time when the retreat 
master lays emphasis on spiri- 
tual reading and mental prayer, 
and he may buy a couple of 
books and a new meditation 
manual. But by now he is out 
of the habit of regular reading 
and prayer. So he tries to 
soothe his conscience with the 
excuse that those things are 
for monks and hermits — he 


362 


himself just doesn’t have time. 
He has now really developed 
the Martha mentality. He must 
be busy, busy, busy—so busy 
that he can drown out the voice 
of conscience reminding him of 
his need for prayer and read- 
ing. 
The Successful Priest 


Perhaps, too, the American 
worship of success has by a 
kind of osmosis entered into 
our attitude towards our work. 
The pioneers who settled our 
land and then moved civiliza- 
tion across a continent were 
men of action. Our modern in- 
dustrial might has been created 
by men of action, men who get 
things done. It can happen that 
priests may also begin to meas- 
ure their ministry by means of 
mere external progress — the 
churches built, the debts paid, 
the number of children in the 
parish school, the number of 
members in the parish organi- 
zations. We want to be success- 
ful priests and the hours that 
we spend in reading and pray- 
er are not listed (directly) on 
the annual report. The spiritu- 
al fruit of our sermons cannot 
easily be measured by human 
standards. 


Yet can it truly be said that 
the priest who concerns him- 
self only with externals is real- 
ly a successful priest? Has it 
not been proved often enough 
that the time spent in growing 
spiritually will eventually show 
up on the annual report as re- 
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flected in the growth of the 
spiritual life of the parish? Our 
people expect us to be good 
priests first and then to be 
good administrators, not busi- 
nessmen with a thin veneer of 
Christianity. 


Spiritual Sterility 


Maybe I am wrong in con- 
cluding that many priests don’t 
read enough, but if they do 
read they are rather quiet 
about it. How often at clerical 
gatherings do you hear priests 
discussing some new spiritual 
or theological work? The pas- 
tors are discussing their build- 
ing program or the difficulty 
of getting lay teachers, while 
the assistants are discussing 
their latest golf score. We are 
supposed to be spiritual men, 
but how rarely things of the 
spirit enter into our conversa- 
tion! We read of St. Benedict 
and his sister spending a whole 
day and night discussing spir- 
itual topics. I wonder how 
many of us could keep it up for 
an hour. 

I know that our own spiritu- 
al life is a private affair and 
that usually we are reluctant 
to discuss it. Also when we get 
together with our _ brother- 
priests we want to relax and 
leave our cares behind. Yet 
does this mean that our con- 
versation should never take a 
spiritual turn? Is it perhaps 
that we have fallen into a kind 
of spiritual sterility? Our work 
would bear more fruit if we 
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would pray more, and I think 
that we would pray more if we — 
would read more. 


A Book a Month 


I do not mean to infer that 
we abandon all our duties to 
spend our whole day in prayer 
and reading. Our apostolic 
work is important and we can- 
not neglect it. It becames then 
a question of fitting our read- 
ing into our schedule. We won’t 
have the same amount of time 
each day or even each week. 
Still, we should set some sort 
of goal for ourselves instead of 
trying to get along haphazard- 
ly. One of the finest priests I 
have ever known suggested to 
me shortly after ordination to 
try to read one book a month. 
If a priest would average just 
ten pages a day he would be 
reading 300 pages a month, 
about the length of the average 
book. Some days we shall be 
able to read more; some days 
we shall be so busy that we 
won’t have time to read at all. 
Yet if we set some sort of norm 
like the suggestion above, we 
can do a great deal of reading 
in the course of a year. It is 
my own personal opinion that 
the priest who says that he 
doesn’t have time to read ten 
pages a day is either “kidding 
himself” or is working so hard 
that he may wind up with a 
nervous breakdown. 

I am a Texan born and 
reared, and while JT’ll admit 
that Alaska is bigger you would 
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have a hard time convincing 
me that it is better than Texas. 
We Texans are the butt of 
many a joke (and we laugh 
at Texas jokes like anyone 
else), but the fact remains 
that Texans have succeeded in 
- making their state well-known. 
We Texans take a fierce pride 
in our state because we have 
become convinced that it is the 
best (and everybody visiting 
Texas wonders why). Yet the 
important thing is the convic- 
tion. If we are going to read 
more we must be convinced of 
the necessity of it. If we are 
convinced we shall always find 
the time; if we are not convinc- 
ed we shall always find excus- 
es. 
There is another practical 
problem and that is the matter 
of expense. Books are expen- 
sive, and the buying of a large 
number of books can put a dent 
into a priest’s modest income. 
A partial answer to the prob- 
lem is borrowing. This is one 
case where Polonius’ advice in 
Hamlet, ‘Neither a borrower 
nor a lender be,” should be dis- 
regarded. By borrowing, you 
can get to read a larger num- 
ber of books than you would 
(or could) buy yourself. Per- 
haps, if we practiced a little 


reading. Borrowing, of course, 
has disadvantages. You can’t 
dog-ear the pages to mark your 
place, or underline some strik- 
ing passage. Also, you are sup- 
posed to return the books at 
sometime or other (the theol- 
ogy books say “Res clamat’”’ or 
something like that). Still, bor- 
rowing helps lessen the ex- 
pense. 


A Good Relaxation 


While Spiritual Reading is 
not primarily a relaxation and 
some books are far too challeng- 
ing to be relaxing, a good book 
can often be a welcome relief 
after listening to Mrs. O’Brien’s 
troubles with her drunken hus- 
band or hours spent writing 
checks or counting the collec- 
tion. Not that we should give 
up our other forms of reaction. 
One of my favorite quotations 
is John xxi, 3. Peter is a man 
after my own heart when he 
says “I am going fishing.” But 
our books can be refreshing 
and nourishing too. 


When we consider all the ad- 
vantages of Spiritual Reading: 
a deeper spirituality, more 
fruitful sermons, a broader out- 
look, certainly any priest should 
feel ashamed to have it said of 


Communism and sharing of our him that he doesn’t read 
books, we would all do more’ enough. A 
¢ +. 4 


The Fifth International Congress of sacristans was held in 
Vienna. Over a thousand from Austria, Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland attended. 
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The Church Downtown 


Must it die? 


HE minister of Middletown 
in Transition told the Ki- 
wanis Club twenty years ago, 
“In the old days people went to 
preachers for consolation, in- 
formation and inspiration. They 
still come to us for consolation, 
but go to newspapers for infor- 
mation and inspiration.” How to 
restore the Christian pulpit to 
a position of real inspiration in 
society! If this was the problem 
then in more or less placid Mid- 
dletown, it’s ten times more the 
problem today in a seething 
downtown. 

Father Fichter, S.J. puts the 
situation this way: “The Catho- 
lic Church is existing in urban 
America which is the most fluid 
and dynamic society the world 
has ever seen ... Even the 
holiest, most intelligent, indus- 
trious and able priest needs 
help in understanding and in- 
terpreting this society.” 

To service the community 
with light and love beyond the 
altar rail we have, first of all, to 
- know the community. Consider 
downtown, USA, 1960. Once the 
spawning place of Catholicism 
both in vocations and in sheer 
numbers, downtown today has 
become in many instances a 
sort of no-man’s-land of bull- 


A Worcester priest, Father 
Howes is a student of City and 
Regional Planning at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology. 
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dozers, old problems and new 
roads. In 1948, nearly half the 
Catholic population of America 
lived in cities of 100,000 or 
more and 25% additional in 
cities of between 10,000 and 
100,000. We Catholics need, we 
suggest, to take a long, wide 
look at what’s happening and 
what’s proposed downtown! 

Historically speaking, in case 
after case, the First Church Ca- 
tholic raised its spires in the 
heart of the city, not far from 
the railroad tracks in the heart 
of the tenements of the flock. 
For generations Old St. Mary’s 
and Old St. John’s and the rest 
nourished the faith of the over- 
whelming majority of Catholic 
America. Around the central 
urban temple rose the earliest 
Catholic schools. Around it or- 
bited the social life of the Ca- 
tholic population for decades. 
Built often with “the pennies of 
the poor,” nine out of ten 
American Catholics looked to it 
for guidance. Vocations to the 
priesthood and to the sisterhood 
multiplied out of city blocks. If 
the downtown church steepled a 
ghetto, at least it was a proud 
ghetto, convinced of. its own 
rightness in the seas of indif- 
ference and hostility which 
surrounded it. 

Enter Suburbia 


Today, in the place of the 
ebullient downtown neighbor- 
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hoods of yesterday, many a cen- 
tral city-church fights for its 
very life. The sceptre has pass- 
ed to suburbia and, increasing- 
ly, the brains and the numbers 
and the money. Here and there, 
in Chicago and New York prin- 
cipally, a strange but happy 
transformation has occurred. In 
the pews of the evacuating 
Irish and Poles and Italians now 
sit the Spanish minority. 
Schools which peaked each 
year on St. Patrick’s Day now 
echo with the praises of St. 
Isidro and the softer Latin of 
Rodrigo and Carmencita. Else- 
where, there has not been this 
chance to repopulate the urban 
plant. Suppose we take a 
church’s-eye view of downtown 
and of our place in its future. 

First off, there can be no 
denying the existence of a crisis. 
Mayors of cities are a varying 
lot. Some complain, others 
boast. Through even the most 
optimistic official utterance in 
our time, however, there runs 
an undercurrent of worry. The 
mass outrush to suburbia con- 
tinues. Platitudes will not halt 
it. The vision of a little land 
and eventual ownership seems 
destined to drive America out 
of her cities till each last usable 
plot of ground is habited. There 
will always be something more 
attractive about green grass, 
however circumscribed, than 
there is about traffic and tene- 
ments. 


“This is a critical time for the 
future of the city,” writes Jane 
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Jacobs in The Exploding 
Metropolis. “Rarely has the — 
citizen had such a chance to re- 
shape the city.” 


Confronted by congestion, — 
fretted by rising tax rates and 
shaky transportation arrange- 
ments, hemmed in by indepen- 
dent political jurisdictions, run- 
ning back and forth between the 
Secylla of renewal and _ the 
Charybdis of relocation, down- 
town USA has never before in 
all history been more perplexed 
than it is today. And perplexity, 
precisely, is where inspiration 
is most required! 


Nostalgia — Prejudice 


Secondly, as a church of ur- 
ban incidence, we approach the 
situation with acres of nos- 
talgia and some _ prejudice. 
Sometimes this adds up to 
negativism. We join the urban- 
ists in looking down our noses 
at suburbia. We parrot the stock 
phrases, spotlight the meagre 
statistics which show a trickle 
here and there back to the core, 
presume to halt the tide by 
scorning it. We hesitate to face 
the overwhelming fact of popu- 
lation shift and to proceed from 
it instead of against it. In other 
instances, we resemble Words- 
worth at “The Extinction of the 
Venetian Republic’: ‘Men are 
we and needs must weep when 
even the shade of that which 
once was great is passed away.” 
We see in the downtown church 
something per se, something 
which must be shored up and 
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maintained whatever the eco- 
logy of change around it. 

We can understand rever- 
ence for a place which once 
teemed with devotion. But both 
attitudes, the negativism and 
the ostrich-ism are, we submit, 
apostolically invalid. We can- 
not serve downtown by sneer- 
ing at suburbia. Nor, however 
wonderful its past, ought we 
apotheosize a parish structure 
which no longer meets the needs 
of our time! 


Thirdly, redevelopment and 
renewal seem clearly the hope 
of the urban future of our 
people. There are countless 
kinks still to be ironed out; 
the whole delicate business of 
relocation, for example, is still 
somewhat vague. Politics and 
pressure will inevitably enter 
in where we as churchmen 
might prefer a more objective 
delineation of areas and meth- 
ods. Nevertheless, and we might 
as well accept it, the bulldozers 
must operate and the walls 
must come tumbling down and 
the superhighways must eat up 
land and public housing must 
increase if our cities are to have 
even a prayer in an increasing- 
ly suburban civilization. The 
stakes are almost incredibly 
high. The dislocations and the 
readjustments are and will be 
numerous. 

Beyond the technicalities and 
the official language the central 
fact is pretty clear: we are face 
to face with a gigantic era of 
physical and ecological change 
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in downtown. The parish 
church, confronted with proxi- — 
mate slum clearance, has per- 
force to react to it. In a larger 
sense, in such an era of change, 
we as a Church cannot remain 
aloof from involvement with 
those forces which are altering 
the physical environment of the 
Faith at the same time they 
alter the psychological and so- 
cial context in which it oper- 
ates. Our priests and our lay 
leaders will require to be alert 
to and adept in this whole busi- 
ness of urban renewal. We can- 
not pontificate in matters of 
architectural form and highway 
dimensions. We can and must 
concern ourselves with neigh- 
borhood reapportionment, hous- 
ing projects, and the moral as- 
pects of civic readjustment. 

Our Position in the Community 


Fourthly, we might well more 
carefully re-assess our position 
in the downtown community. 
We are not a chamber of com- 
merce. We are not a political 
lobby. We must avoid alike the 
role of the urban chauvinist and 
that of the special interest po- 
litico. Still and all, we are a 
participant in as well as a de- 
terminant of society. A happy, 
healthy city is important to us 
too. We must not be manoeu- 
vered into standing against the 
sociological betterment of 
downtown for selfish parochial 
reasons. On the contrary, we 
ought to be ready with the serv- 
ice of our facilities and our 
moral judgment in the fight to 
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make the core city something 
living again, something vital, 
something exciting! Pious words 
will not suffice. What is 
needed is the Pauline “all things 
to all men.” What is needed is 
frank and honest spade work 
in urban sociology. The methods 
of urban renewal, the assets 
and deficits of public housing, 
the operation of a citizens’ 
council — these, we submit, are 
as essential a part of the knowl- 
edge of the downtown priest as 
how to run the ladies’ sodality 
and how to total up the parish 
receipts! 

Fifthly, even in the possibly 
perfect city of tomorrow, mo- 
bility will remain a reality. If 
we cannot solve today’s prob- 
lems with yesterday’s methods, 
still less will we be able to solve 
tomorrow’s. We have not at the 
moment downtown, nor is it 
likely that we will ever have 
again, the old stable, familiar 
parish of another generation. 
In most instances, beyond the 
Spanish immigrant parishes, the 
core church will function most- 
ly for older folk, minorities, and 
transients. We cannot expect, 
honestly, that this will change 
very much except in the mat- 
ter of public housing projects. 
And this latter item requires a 
highly specialized approach. 

Otherwise we face a frank 
readjustment of our activities 
pattern to suit with a new pat- 
tern of parishioners. It does no 
good to brood over past glories, 
no good to ponder other genera- 
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tions in the parish like an old — 
soldier fingering battle flags in 
a museum. We require priests 

who are strong enough and. 
brave enough to face up to the 

change and work with it — not 

against it. 

There are those, of course, 
who will choose to misunder- 
stand this new downtown 
church. There are those who 
will cry stop when our priests 
and our lay leaders start mix- 
ing into matters of civic con- 
cern. There are those who still 
do not know the meaning of 
secularism. It is these few in 
our Catholic congregation who 
will surely fail to see that a 
church intelligently and care- 
fully active in community coun- 
sels in time of crisis is the best 
possible answer to secularism! 
To them and to all of us, the 
words — already six years old 
— of Emmanuel Suhard, late 
Cardinal of Paris, speak warn- 
ing and opportunity: 

“In our times, instead of be- 
ing fused with society, as she 
was in the middle ages when 
the parish and the common had 
the same extension and the. 
same life, the Church is ‘absent’ 
from the City. She hovers over | 
humanity instead of being in- | 
carnate in flesh and blood. In| 
her message to men she has. 
everything she needs, even. 
more than she needs to animate | 
contemporary structures and to. 
draw up plans for the future, | 
but she does not use her re- 
SOUTCES ewes A | 
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Catholic Priests: 
Leading or Led? 


Powerful pressures 


RIESTS who have exercised 
the ministry in both a 
distinctly, almost completely, 
Catholic atmosphere such as 
prevails, for instance, in the 
Irish Republic or the Province 
of Quebec, and in countries 
where the majority of the peo- 
ple are non-Catholic, non-reli- 
gious, and even pagan, are 
struck by the powerful influ- 
ence which environment exerts 
on the Catholic spirit of many 
people and at times even on 
Catholic social life and religious 
principles. In this latter envir- 
onment many of the weaker 
brethren barely remain within 
the Church, others sadly drift 
from it, and many of our prac- 
tising Catholics become some- 
what tainted by the secular at- 
mosphere in which they live 
and unconsciously absorb cer- 
tain principles and adopt cer- 
tain practices and follow cer- 
tain amusements which cannot 
be said to coincide with the 
genuine Catholic spirit. 


In order to hold our weaker 
brethren, I am afraid that some 
priests, instead of clearly and 
firmly guiding them, on the 
contrary follow them, as_ it 


Father Forrest is associate edi- 
tor of ‘Emmanuel.’ 
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were, by yielding to their unde- 
sirable wishes and even conniv- 
ing at their uncatholic customs 
and amusements. But, someone 
may object, should we not go as 
far as possible in tolerating the 
waywardness of our people and 
thus, as St. Paul recommends, 
become “all things to all men’? 

Certainly we priests must not 
be unduly severe: we must not. 
impose (declare) obligations 
where no certain obligations 
exist—‘“lex dubia non obligat”; 
we must, above all, be kind and 
gentle in the confessional. We 
must go in search of the stray 
sheep and carry it back to the 
fold on our shoulders. 

But we must never compro- 
mise Catholic principle, much 
less the law of God or the clear, 
certain law of the Church. The 
great Apostle of the Gentiles 
made himself “all things to all 
men” in matters lawful, but he 
was absolutely inflexible and 
uncompromising where Chris- 
tian principle was concerned, 
even though his decisions and 
rule displeased those who 
thought otherwise. “If I still 
pleased men,” he declared, “I 
would not be a servant of 
Christ.” 

At the risk of writing an un- 
popular article, or at least one 
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that may not be pleasing to a 
few readers, I am going to sin- 
gle out certain definite matters 
which show a tendency in some 
quarters to follow people in- 
stead of leading and guiding 
them. 

First of all, I shall take the 
question of dancing. I am by 
no means a rigorist, and I have 
never, in missions, retreats, or 
parish ministry, expressed the 
slightest disapproval of dancing 
as such. In fact, I am of the 
opinion that dancing rightly 
conducted amongst our young 
people promotes Catholic mar- 
riages. In this matter some 
clerics, whom I consider unduly 
severe, have disagreed with my 
view. But, rightly or wrongly, 
I have failed to endorse the 
views of other priests who seem 
to go to the other extreme. 

What of the Decree issued on 
March 31, 1916, forbidding 
priests to promote or favor (ne 
promoveant, ne foveant) danc- 
es, or to be present at them if 
arranged by laymen? This De- 
cree was made specially for the 
United States, and is not con- 


sidered obligatory in certain 
other countries, e.g., Australia 
and New Zealand. Since the 


promulgation of the new Code, 
is the Decree mentioned still in 
force in the States? Woywod 
maintained the affirmative, be- 


cause “a particular law not 
contrary to the Code is not 
abolished by the Code (cfr. 
Canon 22).” 

However, the discussion of 
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this question does not enter in- 
to the purpose of the present 
article. What I wish to empha- 
size is the action of following 
the wishes of those members of 
the laity who desire to have 
liquor served—and abundantly 
—at dances. I know of a case 
where a pastor announced at all 
the Sunday Masses that a dance 
would be held in a certain hall 
that night, and that cocktails 
would be served for an hour 
before the dance. Just imagine 
young people, even teen-agers, 
freely partaking of cocktails for 
an hour before they began 
dancing! JI know of another 
case where students of a Cath- 
olic college chose girl partners 
from a Protestant college, drove 
60 miles in three trucks, and 
spent hours carousing at a pic- 
nic resort while liquor was 
freely consumed. Even a team 
from a Catholic grade school or 
high school, who expected a 
rival team (from a Catholic 
school) to defeat them, return- 
ed victorious, declaring that 
they won because their oppon- 
ents were “boozed.” 

As for dances, is it at all ad- 


visable to allow them between | 


grade-school children just be- 


cause certain parents think such | 


dances ‘“‘cute’’? 


I know of a’| 


parish school in a large city for | 
whose eighth-grade graduates | 
a dance was annually arranged — 
by the pastor, who also permit- | 
ted the grade-school boys in a | 


summer camp _ to 


visit the | 


grade-school girls in a neigh- | 
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boring camp every week and to 
enjoy a dance. 


Again I ask: Are we firmly 
leading our people or following 
them in their imitation of what 
are in reality pagan customs? 


A Little Too ‘Cute’ 


The boy-girl association, too, 
may seem “cute” to some par- 
ents. I was present at Confir- 
mation in a city parish in which 
the pastor, instead of following 
the rubrics, arranged the chil- 
dren so that they should pro- 
ceed in couples into the sanctu- 
ary to receive the sacrament, 
each boy accompanying a girl. 
I have seen a photo of first 
Communicants in which the 
children were thus arranged: 
boy, girl; boy, girl; boy, girl. 
Probably the parents or the 
photographer considered such a 
disposition of the children 
“cute,” and the pastor acquiesc- 
ed. Are we being so carried 
away by the pagan boy-girl 
craze as to be influenced by it 
in the holy circumstances men- 
tioned? 


I come now to another pagan 
custom to which, alas! Cath- 
olics in many places have suc- 
cumbed and are getting no ef- 
fective guidance from some 
priests. This custom may be 
rightly termed staging the 
dead. First of all there seems 
to be the almost universal prac- 
tice in this country of embalm- 
ing the corpse, of an attempt 
even to beautify it, of clothing 
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it in costly lay attire, of adding 
rouge and lipstick to the corpse 
of a woman—in a word, of so 
“dolling up” the corpse and 
staging it that even near rela- 
tives can scarcely recognize it 
as the mortal remains of the 
loved one whose soul has just 
departed. 


“One shudders to think,” 
wrote Father Connelly recently 
in THE PRIEST, “of this so re- 
cent a temple of the Holy Ghost 
being subjected to washing 
with a hose in the workroom of 
a funeral home much like the 
body of an automobile in a ga- 
rage... Just how many of our 
Catholic people, I wonder, are 
familiar with the procedure in 
a commercialized funeral home 
in preparing a human body for 
burial.” 


As to embalming, it seems 
that many morticians are desir- 
ous of beginning the operation 
as soon as possible after what I 
advisedly call apparent death. 
And I here ask emphatically 
what is done with the blood 
drained from a body that has so 
recently been sanctified with 
the adorable Body and Blood 
of Christ and the holy unction. 
Into what receptacle does the 
average mortician pour this 
blood that has but recently 
coursed through a living temple 
of the Holy Ghost? Is it irrev- 
erently thrown into a sink by 
one who is often a near pagan? 

It is not merely my opinion, 
it is a decided conviction, that 
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the action of embalming is 
sometimes begun when a per- 
son is only apparently, not real- 
ly, dead. I could mention sev- 
eral striking cases in which a 
corpse, not yet embalmed, 
thank God—for the cases I have 
in mind occurred where em- 
balming was not tolerated — 
was revived, or of itself actual- 
ly revived, after death had 
been pronounced. Lest I be ac- 
cused of fiction, I shall give the 
particulars of one very striking 
instance. 
Brother Barnabas, an Aus- 
tralian Marist Brother, was 
pronounced dead in a _ certain 
hospital and removed to the 
morgue where other’ corpses 
were laid out — during the 
pneumonic flu epidemic of 1919. 
Now, if embalming had been in 
vogue, a mortician would have 
begun the operation immedi- 
ately and, of course, this would 
have produced a real corpse. 


But, fortunately, embalming 
was not practiced. A certain 
nurse, being informed that 


Brother Barnabas had died and 
that his body had been remov- 
ed to the place assigned to 
‘corpses, went downstairs and 
providentially gave the suppos- 
ed corpse an injection. Ere 
long the Brother’s heart began 
faintly to beat again. Brother 
Barnabas in due time recover- 
ed completely. When I met him 
years afterwards, he was hale 
and hearty and was principal 
of the Sacred Heart school in 
Mosman, New South Wales. Yet 


374 


embalming would have actual- 
ly killed him, and he would not 
have lived to continue his apos- 
tolate of teaching for many 
years. 


In many countries Catholics 
would be horrified if they were 
told of our practice of embalm- 
ing. I venture the opinion that 
embalming should be perform- 
ed only in very exceptional 
cases and then only long after 
death has occurred. Some def- 
inite, drastic action should be 
taken to correct a practice such 
as prevails amongst us and 
which may be described (as re- 
gards the manner in which it 
occurs) as pagan. 


The Old Way 


Instead of tranferring a 
corpse to the non-religious 
funeral parlor, why not revive 
the old custom of holding a 
Catholic wake in the home of 
the deceased for one night and 
of transferring the remains on 
the second night to the church, 
there to rest in the presence 
our Eucharistic God until the 
funeral? In some places the 
wake is held for two nights in 
the home; in others the remains 
are transferred to the church 
without further delay. And 
many pastors in our midst have 
had a suitable mortuary chapel 
built within their churches. 
Whatever custom be adopted, 
let us once for all avoid, in the 
care of our dear departed, any- 
thing that smacks of sheer pag- 
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anism. Here again we must 
lead, not follow, our people. 
The third matter in which 
priests need to exercise more 
guidance concerns education: 
But surely, it may be objected, 
nothing is amiss here. Why, 
this is the great outstanding 
thing in which Catholics have 
resolutely refused to conform 
to secular principles. Look at 
our  numberiess parochial 
schools and high schools, our 
many Catholic colleges and our 
universities. Consider the tre- 
mendous sacrifices our laity 
have made and are still cheer- 
fully making, rather than ac- 


cept a non-religious, secular 
system of education. 
To which I reply: “Concedo 


totum et amplius.” But that is 
not the point I am raising. I 
refer to two important matters 
in which there appears to be a 
lack of sufficient effective 
clerical guidance: (1) attend- 
ance of Catholic children at 
public schools, (2) supervision 
of textbooks used in Catholic 
educational institutions. 

What about the large number 
of Catholic children who attend 
secular grade and high schools 
where facilities exist of attend- 
ing Catholic schools? What of 
the number of students who 
frequent secular colleges and 
universities whose _ parents 
could, without serious incon- 
venience, send their sons and 
daughters to Catholic higher 
educational institutions? Are 
all priests using the influence 


April: / 1960 


LEADING OR LED? 


they could wield. to remedy 
this situation, or are some cler- 
ics simply yielding without any 
protest or without proffered 
guidance, and thus acquiesc- 
ing in the wishes of worldly- 
minded parents? Canon Law 
is quite emphatic in regard to 
our duties in this respect (cf. 
canons 1372, 1373, and 1374). 
With regard to textbooks, I 
suggest that we should scruti- 
nize more closely books on his- 
tory, biology, philosophy, and 
ethics, and that we should ab- 
solutely reject to the rubbish 
heaps all that hogwash about 
testing and guiding procedures 
which, unfortunately, has gain- 
ed admittance into some Cath- 
olic institutions and which, as 
presented, can but serve to get 
pupils to exaggerate imaginary 
‘roblems,” increase  dissatis- 
faction with their lot in life, 
foster disrespect for authority 
and discipline, and even render 
them rebellious in regard to 
parental control and actually 
alienate them from father and 
mother. Why, I ask, must we 
in any circumstances set before 
the impressionable minds of the 
young works on behavior, eth- 
ics, psychology, history, bio- 
logy, etc., written by authors 
seemingly bereft of the faculty 
of thinking and judging like 
Christians or, in some instances, 
like rational and moral beings? 
Are there not enough scholarly 
books produced on these sub- 
jects by Catholic writers or by 
even non-Catholic writers who 
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have treated of such matters 
sanely? 
An Actual Case 

Some time ago I received a 
letter of complaint from a 
Catholic mother, who sent me 
the complete notes transcribed 
by her daughter of 15 or 16, 
who was attending a Catholic 
high school. The notes were 
taken in a class of biology 
and gave a graphic description 
of the marriage act! I do not 
know this lady personally, and 
she lives in a distant state. All 
I could do was to reply at once 
to her letter and advise her to 
report the matter, sending the 
complete notes, to her bishop. 
Are we going to tolerate in our 
Catholic schools what is worse 
than modern rubbish, just be- 
cause such stuff is ladled out 
in secular institutions or ex- 
pounded and defended by “pro- 
gressive” educationists? 

Not only should the text- 
books used in our Catholic edu- 
cational institutions be rigor- 
ously “screened” by priests or 
reliable Catholic lay specialists 
(in their respective fields), but 
even prospective lay teachers 
and professors need a similar 
“screening” before they re- 
ceive an appointment. Other- 
wise, incalculable harm can be 
inflicted on youthful minds, 
tending to discern an invisible 
aura encircling the brow of one 


who occupies a professorial ros- 
trum. 

A few years ago the heroic 
Bishop O’Gara, C.P., who un- 
derwent a term of barbarous 
imprisonment in Red China and 
returned in shattered health to 
America, but who is now, thank 
God, able to deliver lectures 
which are greatly informative 
and inspiring, stated in an ad- 
dress in New York that liberal- 
ism had got a toe hold in some 
Catholic higher educational in- 
stitutions. A storm of protest 
broke out in certain quarters. 
But I am convinced that His 
Excellency’s statement is true, 
and I am delighted that the 
bishop is “sticking to his guns” 
and still firing away in a most 
praiseworthy cause. In an ex- 
cellent address delivered last 
year and published in full in 
the Brooklyn Tablet, Bishop 
O’Gara gave a masterful ex- 
planation of what an _ ideal 
Catholic college should be in 
reality. 

I haved touched on but a 
few matters of great moment. 
Others occur to me, but I am 
unwilling to trespass on the 
patience of kind clerical read- 
ers by writing a longer article. 
What has been put forward in 
the present article will, I hope, 
prompt the timely question: Ags 
a priest, am I leading or follow 
ing my people? 


Permission has been granted to Catholic priests in Israel 
to say the greater part of the Mass and to recite the breviary 


in Hebrew. 
376 
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Deference to age 


‘Ges two other persons oc- 
cupied the dimly lighted 
railway coach. Glancing up 
from his breviary, the priest 
noticed them as he turned the 
page. Leafing through a hand- 
ful of ticket stubs, the conduct- 
or was making small pencil 
marks in his leatherbound 
book. Watching intently was an 
older man wearing a somewhat 
soiled but presentable suit. 
“Kh, that’s not right,’ pro- 
tested the old man in the voice 
of one who knew the proper 
procedure. “That number 
oughter be in the other col- 
umn.” 
“Izzat so?’ mused the con- 
ductor, intent on his work. 
Disturbed in his prayers by 
their muted talk, (and needing 
only to finish anticipating Ma- 
tins for the next day, the young 
priest put down his book and 
listened to their voices. His 
mind still filled with thoughts 
from the psalms, he was only 


half-conscious of their con- 
versation. 
Their words began to in- 


trude as he tried vainly to re- 
flect on the psalm he had been 
reciting. “O Lord, who shall 
sojourn in your tent, who shall 
dwell on your holy mountain?” 
was the double question the 


Father Wiebler is a Davenport 
priest. 
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psalmist had presented. As in 
most cases with the psalms, the 
answer had immediately fol- 
lowed, “He who harms not his 
fellow man, nor takes up a re- 
proach against his neighbor.” 

Beautiful thoughts those, but 
a little abstract for the modern 
man, he mused as his fingers 
fumbled with the thin pages of 
the breviary. Giving up the 
futile attempt to turn the page, 
he closed the book and leaned 
his head against the soiled 
headrest. Once more the old 
man’s querulous tones became 
distinguishable. 

“Yep, I’m going down to K.C. 
for a few weeks. Using my pass 
in 30 years.” 
Proudly the old man pulled out 
an AT&SF railroad employee’s 
pass. 

“To K.C., hunh?” the con- 
ductor queried without interest. 

The priest’s mind drifted 
from their again-muted ex- 
change to his own problems. 
He thought back to the pre- 
vious morning’s tiff with the 
pastor, an old man whose right 
side was still affected from the 
stroke of last spring. This bish- 
op had sent the newly ordained 
priest as an assistant to the 
ailing pastor. The combination 
was a December-May affair— 
the younger priest impetuous 
and eager, the older conserva- 
tive and cautious. 
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“’m still pastor and don’t 
you forget it!” 

Those words had barked out 
into the dining room where he 
had sat, hunched over his bacon 
and eggs. Quivering with emo- 
tion the old pastor tried to fast- 
en the clasp of his cassock col- 
lar, a task which the assistant 
usually did for him. 

In the background the house- 
keeper had hovered nervously, 
anxious for the young priest 
and concerned that the older 
priest would suffer another 
stroke. She had warned the as- 
sistant that the pastor was 
“owly” that morning. 


The Slammed Door 


“You never let me forget it!” 

There — they were out! 
Words which were regretted as 
soon as they had splintered the 
silence. Guilt-stricken he had 
pushed away from the table 
and rushed out of the rectory, 
slamming the door on the way. 

“The old fool!’ he thought as 
memories of that morning sur- 
ged upon him. In an effort to 
forget the shame and hurt of 
that encounter, he turned his 
attention once more to the con- 
versation across the aisle. 

“Say, you’ve made a mistake 
there — that’s supposed to go 
on the other page.” Pathetical- 
ly, the old man leaned towards 
the papers in the conductor’s 
hands and pointed to the col- 
umn of figures. 

“Nope, Dad, you’re wrong. 
That’s how they used to do it. 
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Things have changed since 
your day,” replied the conduc- 
tor, good-naturedly. 

“Oooh ..a..I see,” apologi- 
zed the oldster, fumbling for 
his watch dangling at the end 
of a gold chain across his am- 
ple waist in the approved con- 
ductor fashion. 

In an attempt to regain some 
authority, he glanced at the 
old-fashioned timepiece and 
quizzically commented, “’Bout 
time we reached Jinson’s cross- 
ing. No. 6 oughter be along 
pretty soon.” 

“No. 6 has been off the run 
a long time. Diesels have re- 
placed all those old steam en- 
gines. Got to keep up with the 
times, Pop,” grumbled the con- 
ductor. 

Noticing the verbal byplay, 
the priest grinned a little. How 
well he knew the old and their 
childish ways. They couldn’t 
stand neglect, not being part 
of anything; they were always 
asking questions just to be a 
part of something once again. 

The pastor had always ask- 
ed questions. Always he had 
found an excuse to peer over 
the assistant’s shoulder while 
the parish bookwork was being 
done. Ordinarily, that didn’t 
bother the assistant, but some 
days the practice was nerve 
shattering. Those were the days 
the pastor turned up the TV so 
it could be heard down by the 
cemetery. He did it to save his 
hearing aid batteries. And the 
programs the old man always 
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tuned in... “Strike It Rich!” 
Sentimental hogwash! 

To soothe his now-aroused 
feelings, the cleric turned once 
more to the Scriptures. Moving 
his lips silently, he read one 
of the psalms from Lauds. “For 
you shall go before the Lord 
to prepare his ways; to give 
his people knowledge of salva- 
tion through forgiveness of 
their sins’. —.’* 

“Tell you what, Pop. You 
can sort out these ticket stubs 


“Remember?” sniffed the old — 


man contemptuously, “I should 
hope so. Here, give ‘em to me.” 
Joyfully, his face wrinkling 
with happiness and his bearing 
becoming a little more erect, he 
reached for the ticket stubs. 
Shuffling his feet embarras- 
sedly, the priest turned away; 
the sight brought back memo- 
ries. The old pastor had looked 
just that way when he had 
found him in the office. What 
harm would it have done to al- 


for me if you want. Guess you. low the old. man to sort out 

still remember how,” the con- the Sunday collection en- 

ductor said as he thrust a hand- velopes? Maybe. . 

ful of stubs at his seat compan- Sighing, the priest opened 

ion. his breviary once more. A 
++ + 


St. John Fisher’s Last Hour 


Taking a little New Testament in his hand, he made a cross 
on his forehead and went out of his prison with the lieutenant, 
being so weak that he was/scant able to go down the stairs; 
wherefore he was carried on a chair to the Tower gate, with a 
great number of weapons about him, to be delivered to the 


sheriffs for execution. 


While waiting for the sheriffs he rose out of his chair and, 
standing on his feet, leaned his shoulder to the wall and, lifting 
his eyes up towards heaven, he opened his little book in his hand 
and said: “O Lord, this is the last time that ever I shall open 
this book. Let some comfortable place now chance unto me 
whereby I, Thy poor servant, may glorify Thee in this my last 
hour”; and with that, looking into the book, the first thing 
that came to his sight were these words: “This is everlasting 
life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou hast sent. I have glorified Thee upon earth, 
I have finished the work that Thou gavest me to do.” 

And with that he shut the book together and said, “Here 
is even learning enough for me to my life’s end.”—Bowden’s 


Mementoes. 
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Teen - Agers 


and Church Support 


L. DE JARDIN 


BISHOP Sheen recently quot- 
ed a national survey show- 
ing that the average teen-age 
boy has more than $10.00 a 
week for spending money. Ac- 
cording to the same figures, the 
teen-age girl has more than 
$6.00 for her own use. For 
nearly half the boys the money 
comes from jobs; 37% have 
both a job and an allowance. 

The survey that I have made 
in my 15 years of teaching in 
a Western high school bears out 
the same facts. Our teen-agers 
do have money to spend and 
are liberal spenders. They pour 
money into their cars, they are 
frequent patrons of drive-in 
eating places, they rarely miss 
a good show or dance. They do 
not think it out of line to spend 
at least $20.00 on a prom. But 
when it comes to contributing 
to the support of their parish 
church on Sunday, that is a dif- 
ferent story. 

Why do our teen-agers think 
that the fifth precept begins to 
bind only at the age of 21? How 
is it that they have money for 
everything else but never 
even dream of an obligation to 
support the church? 


Father De Jardin writes from 
Portland, Oregon. 
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As a high-school teacher I 
have been at a loss for a prac- 
tical plan to teach teen-agers 
the obligation of contributing 
to their parishes. Various sur- 
veys of high-school upper- 
classmen show that a very 
small fraction drop even a thin 
dime into the Sunday collec- 
tion. Yet the same boys admit 
that they have jobs or generous 
allowances and. ample money 
for leisure time activities. 

One class day, after their re- 
sponsibility to their parish 
church and the diocese was 
outlined, the students were 
asked for suggestions on the 
subject. The boys stated that 
they were not opposed to doing 
their duty. It had never been 
presented to them before. The 
class was in agreement that a 
student should bear his part of 
the burden. The question was— 
how much? 

In the discussion, this plan 
was suggested by the students. 
The class would form a com- 
mittee to determine just what 
would be a fair and equitable 
amount for each member to 
contribute to the.church A 
board of five was selected to 
serve on this committee. This 
board interviewed each boy. 
Before the interviews, the 
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teacher assured the students 
that they could fall back on the 
Fifth Amendment if the board 
became too pointed or personal 
in its interrogation. 

The questions usually follow- 
ed the pattern:: 

1. Do you have a job? 

2. How much do you earn a 
week? 

3. Do you get an allowance 
from your parents? — How 
much? 

4. Do you buy your own 
clothes? 

5. Do you pay for your own 
schooling? 

6. What other expenses do 
you have? 

7. How much do you spend 
weekly for recreation? (Aver- 
age) 

8. Do you own a car? 

9. How much weekly do you 
spend on your car? (Average) 

The next step was to check 
on the results of the plan. 
Would the boys profess accept- 
ance of the plan and then do 
nothing about it? I found that 
the students were just as inter- 
ested to follow up the program 
as I was. So we decided that 
each Monday we would con- 
duct an anonymous poll to com- 
pute the percentage of students 
who had made a contribution 
to their parish church on the 
preceding Sunday. Slips of pap- 


er were distributed to each stu- © 
dent. Caution was exercised to 
see that the student could not 
be identified. Each student was 
asked to indicate only the 
amount he contributed to the 
church. 

From the pool we tabulated: 


1. The amount of each con- 
tribution. 

2. The percentage 
class that contributed. 

Greater emphasis was placed 
on figure ‘2,” as we felt that 
it was important to build habits 
of contributing, regardless of 
the amount given. 

The most encouraging part of 
the weekly pools has been the 
enthusiastic reception by the 
class. It is not unusual for the 
weekly tabulation to show that 
some students are giving a dol- 
lar a week. A few even exceed 
that amount. 


If the contribution falls off 
in a given week, the class ex- 
presses genuine concern. It is 
their project. They take care 
of the weekly tabulation and 
are anxious that they make a 
good showing each week. 


We are a long way from solv- 
ing the financial problems of 
harried pastors, but we hope 
that we have made at least a 
few of our young people aware 
of the problem. A 


of the 


++ 4+ 


“We should look at our conscience continually, as we look 
at our hands to see if they are clean.”—Curé d’Ars. 
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Our Daily Rosary 


W. GREGORY GREY 


T would be interesting to 
discover how many priests 
generally recite the daily 
rosary, as specified by Canon 
125. Of those who recite some 
or all of it on most days, it 
would be equally interesting to 
learn how many enjoy saying 
it, how many do so largely out 
of duty, and how many find 
the touch of their hands endow- 
ing the small chain with a 
magnetic field inviting every 
sort of distraction. There are 
so few pockets of calm in the 
average parish priest’s life, that 
the subsconscious seems to rush 
madly into the vacuum of si- 
lence which usually surrounds 
the private recitation of the 
rosary. Indeed, one might al- 
most resort to saying the rosary 
as a sure way of remembering 
*phone calls that should be 
made, letters that need writ- 
ing, and funerals that lack 
altarboys. 

So it happens that the rosary 
for the priest easily becomes 
“the sort of devotion which 
causes us more scruples when 
we forget to say it than comfort 
when we remember to” (Msgr. 
Knox). It would be easy to 
state that the rosary serves as 
a sort of barometer of one’s 


This is the pseudonym of a Bal- 
timore priest. 
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A problem 
in distraction 


general state of recollection. 
Certainly most priests recall 
how much better a job they 
made of their beads after a few 
days of retreat. By and large, 
then, I think a priest can re- 
gard his rosary as a comment 
on how well he is attending to 
his Mass, breviary, and medi- 
tation. 


I say “by and large,” because 
many persons even in an ad- 
vanced state of prayer seem to 
have at least occasional diffi- 
culty with the rosary. There 
comes to mind the remark 
made by the Little Flower, 
originally suppressed by her sis- 
ter, but recently restored to 
her autobiography. “But when 
Ym’ by myself... it’s a ter- 
rible thing to admit, but say- 
ing the rosary takes it out of me 
more than any hair-cut would; 
I do it so badly! Try as I will 
to put force on myself, I can’t 
meditate on the mysteries of 
the rosary; I can’t fix my mind 
on them” (Knox Translation, p. | 
289). 


This remark ought to give 
some consolation to _ priests 
whose rosary distractions may 
well be the result of their 
priestliness. A person who puts | 
his heart into his work and. 
genuinely spends himself into | 
exhaustion upon the incessant, 
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wearing details of parish life— 
such a one may not turn in as 
tidy and serene a performance 
as one who lives a more leisure- 
ly, compartmentalized life. But 
the busy Mother of Nazareth 
looks on such a distracted ros- 
ary with a special indulgence. 

In The Song of Bernadette, 
Franz Werfel has a pertinent 
passage of great beauty which 
may be adapted to describe 
many a priestly rosary: 

“All the women and girls of 
Lourdes constantly carry a ros- 
ary upon their person. It is 


the authentic tool of their 
piety. The hands of the 
poor hard-working women 


have not the habit of stillness. 
A prayer with empty hands 
would be no proper observance 
for them. But the prayer of the 
rosary is to them a sort of 
heavenly manual toil, an invisi- 
ble needlework, a knitting or 
embroidering busily wrought of 
the fifty Hail Mary’s and the 
nine other invocations of their 
string of beads. He who tells 
a sufficient number of beads in 
the course of the year will have 
a goodly web with which some 
day the divine compassion can 
cover a portion of his guilt. The 
lips, one may say, murmur but 
automatically the words of the 
angel of the Virgin, yet the soul 
traverses the pastures of holi- 
ness. Though the thoughts often 
stray from the proper forms, 
and lament the unreasonable 
price of eggs, and though one 
even drowses now and then 
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over an Ave, it is no great mis- 
fortune. The deep feeling of be- 
ing at home and protected re- 
mains.” 


Aids To Attention 


This “theology of distrac- 
tion,” however, should not 
serve as a dispensation from 
common-sense aids to attention. 
Some priests seem to be able to 
recite the rosary devoutly while 
walking, driving, or riding a 
bus. Indeed, one priest of my 
acquaintance was a sort of 
spiritual surveyor who could 
estimate walking distances in 
decades—e.g., it’s three decades 
to the hospital, and four to the 
drugstore. On the other hand, I 
know of at least one priest who 
needs more tranquil surround- 
ings if he is to pay much atten- 
tion. 

Perhaps most of us who have 
trouble with the beads would 
do well to have a set time each 
day, and to devote a definite 
number of minutes to the ros- 
ary, regardless of how much 
concentration we suspect we 
are going to be able to apply. 
If we are quite certain that we 
are going to have a rough time 
of it, wouldn’t it be better to 
spend the alloted time praying 
slowly, and then let it go at 
that? 

St. Teresa of Avila, at least, 
upbraids those who “are so 
concerned about reciting a 
specified number of vocal pray- 
ers that they rush through these 
prayers in order to be able to 
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acquit themselves of the num- 
ber they have resolved upon... 
Do not act thus... Realize that 
you accomplish much more by 
pronouncing one single word of 
the Pater from time to time, 
than by frequently and distract- 
edly repeating the whole prayer 
in haste.” 

The Saint herself, according 
to her biographer Marcelle 
Auclair, would say her rosary 
before going to sleep, “. . . pro- 
nouncing each word, as_ she 
taught her daughters to do, 
slowly, lovingly, with the full 
awareness that sprang from her 
saintliness.” 


An Occasional Expedient 


Not to dispute with the Saint, 
but I experience times when I 
can pay better attention when 
praying faster — too fast for 
distractions to catch hold. It’s 
as though you walk into a 
crowded room and want to 
speak to someone on the oppo- 
site side. You plow ahead, 
looking neither left or right, 
and thus preventing someone 
from catching your eye and 
beckoning you away from the 
chosen target. This, obviously, 
is an occasional expedient. 
Other such recommended de- 
vices are: reading the pray- 
ers out of a book; using 
another language; gazing on 
holy pictures or stained-glass 


anying the words with gestures 


suggested by your own im- 
promptu sign language. 

Suggestions such as_ these 
may sound a trifle ludicrous to 
many readers who find the ros- 
ary no great problem. May their 
tribe increase. In the meantime, 
the suspicion lingers that many 
priests are distressed by the 
guilt of distraction when they 
do pray the rosary, and by the 
guilt of omission when they 
neglect it. Those who prefer 
the former guilt run the risk of 
rattling through the five dec- 
ades and corrupting the dig- 
nity of all their prayers. 

In any case, all of us will 
acknowledge the wisdom of 
these added words from the 
great mystic of Avilla: “... 
Although the lips may be very 
busy, I do not call that prayer 
in which we do not consider 
with whom we are speaking, 
nor what we are praying for, 
nor who we are who pray, and 
to whom; and though prayer 
may sometimes be without these 
considerations, they must have 
preceded it. He who is accus- 
tomed to speak to His Majesty 


as he would to his slave, not | 


noticing if he speaks ill, but 
who just says what comes into 
his head, or what he has learn- 


ed by heart for repetition, to | 


my mind does not pray, and 


please God, no Christian acts in | 


windows representing the ap- this manner’ (The Interior | 
propriate mysteries; accomp- Castle). A) 
+ +¢ + 
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The Man Behind the Mask 


St. John Vianney 


HERE is an urge to be clever 
running through the world 
at the present time. It is ex- 
pressed by jargon, especially 
when dealing with this or that 
department of art. It is mainly 
sceptical in tone, and delights 
in nibbling at established things 
which have long been taken for 
granted; and while it is an ex- 
cellent practice to do this, when 
it can rightly be done, for the 
sake of truth, there is nothing 
to be said for an expression of 
doubt that aims at increasing 
nothing but the doubter’s in- 
tellectual stature. 

A trickle of this scepticism 
runs through things pertaining 
to the Church or, more exactly, 
to some of the saints and the 
miracles connected with them. 
It has nothing to do with the 
healthy re-assessment that, for 
instance, has recently changed 
the common estimate of St. 
Therese of Lisieux. This was 
done just in time to save her 
from being completely overlaid 
by the plaster of the pious. We 
know now (what our better 
reason had always suspected) 
that spiritual health has noth- 
ing to do with being always 
sweet; that fragility is out of 
place in the cloister; that Little 
Ways can be uphill climbs, and 


Mr. Compton is literary editor 
of the London Universe. 
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that Little Flowers are not 
necessarily hothouse blooms 
but everyday expressions of 
tougher and wider growth that 
have to encounter the shocks of 
weather and survive human 
traffic. 

To illustrate what I mean by 
this trickle of Catholic scepti- 
cism there is one particular 
miracle and a whole series of 
supernatural happenings into 
which, like a brand of spiritual 
Fifth Columnism, it has recent- 
ly penetrated. 

The particular miracle is the 
liquefaction in Naples of the 
blood of its patron, St. Janu- 
arius. We have been ,told that 
scientific investigation may, in 
time, show this to be a merely 
physical phenomenon. But until 
there has been a satisfactory 
examination of the case, and so 
long as the contents of the phial 
continue to liquefy, we can 
only affirm that the possibility 
of a physical explanation has 
less to recommend it than the 
popularly accepted miraculous 
one. 

The series of supernatural 
happenings are those connected 
with the Curé d’Ars; and I was 
forcibly reminded of these 
since I was recently one of a 
group of English people who 
struggled, through a Sunday 
morning crowd of visitors from 
many parts of France, to catch 
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a glimpse of the saint in his 
shrine and of the few pathetic 
relics of his life in the presby- 
tery. 


There was the waxen mask 
of his face; the little courtyard 
and the stone floor where the 
devil frolicked; the scorched 
bed—another aspect of devilish 
ingenuity — and the saint’s 
blood upon the wall; and I 
came away convinced that our 
generally prevailing impression 
of this “humble parish priest” 
is by no means the complete, or 
perhaps even the true one. He 
needs to be “rescued” from the 
“intellectual” type of Catholic 
who thinks that the devilish 
manifestations at Ars were 
subject to psychological causes 
(though the Curé thought 
otherwise), and from those who 
would make him into an ureal 
figure, unreal through excess 
of charity, and with nothing to 
temper it, just as St. Therese 
was made unreal by a coating 
of defenceless resignation. 


Neither Ignorant Nor Stupid 

It is part of this unreal cult 
of the Cure to paint him as 
having been ignorant or stupid, 
as one who barely scraped his 
way into Orders and then only 
by careful nursing. But just as 
the worldly genius may not 
rely upon textbooks, so the 
saint (who can be regarded as 
a genius in religion) does not 
depend upon such ordinary 
aids as a knowledge of Latin 
or a reasonable memory. It is 
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one thing to falter over an ex- 
amination paper, and quite an- 
other to overleap or supersede — 
it in the mind. For there is an 
instinctive as well as a laboured 
acceptance of knowledge. 

The man who is proverbially 
stupid is invariably at peace 
with his environment; and one 
need only glance at the saint’s 
likeness, with its shrewd al- 
most sardonic cast of feature, 
to realize what it cost him to 
stay on at Ars. He held his 
post: it was the one to which 
he had been assigned; but the 
dust and heat involved by the 
acceptance were generated 
more from his own mind than 
from the petty restriction of his 
surroundings. 

In seeking to re-assess the 
Curé d’Ars it must be recog- 
nized that there are, of course, 
thousands of genuinely humble 
parish priests; genuinely good 
ones; and although it may be 
true that charity is somewhat 
rarer than humility, and that 
the Curé had an excess of both 
virtues, that in itself would not 
provide the meaning of his 
story, especially as his charity, 
like St. Therese’s, was not of 
the meekly mild or inoffensive 
order. 

He refused absolution to a 
girl over a period of six years, | 
not because she was a hardened | 
sinner but because she danced. | 
He was highly and strongly | 
disciplined. He ruled himself | 
and guided others by applying | 
the whip. In his own case it | 
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was an iron whip, as evidenced 
by the bloodstains that are still 
on the wall above his bed. He 
knew the strength of his Enemy 
and the mortal nature of the 
battle in which he was en- 
gaged; and when he applied to 
the local blacksmith, who made 
his whips, he went less as a 
humble village priest than as 
a fighting-man in search of 
armor. 

There was the same recogni- 
tion, on the Devil’s part, of the 
saint’s mettle; otherwise he 
would never have attacked in 
such force or with such varied 
persistency. Few saints have 
had to withstand such direct 
assults. It was not a visitation 
but a periodic Incarnation of 
Evil that beat upon the wooden 
door of the presbytery, or 
pranced in the miniature court- 
yard with all the noise of a 
cavalcade mounted by hell; and 
when psychic means failed to 


drive out the little man who 
wielded his scourge like a flail, 
his Enemy resorted to the 
physical, and scattered fire 
(whose scorches may still be 
seen) instead of noise. 


There were all the character- 
istics of a battlefield in the 
start and the finish of the story. 
For it was a day of thick dank 
mist when the _ saint first 
entered the village, and when 
he died a thunderstorm was 
raging. 

So it is that his face, and the 
few poor landmarks of his life, 
show forth the strain and the 
serenity that come after vio- 
lence, the violence that ends in 
victory. For he beat back the 
Kingdom of Hell, and took the 
Altar of the Church by storm; 
and he did so in what is per- 
haps the only battle ever to be 
fought whose record is still 
visible in traces of blood and 
fire. 


If Latin America turns away from the ancient Spanish 
tradition for the tinsel of North American culture, it will be 
largely the fault of secular Hollywood movies. South Americans 
think their northern neighbors are continually riding in con- 
vertible cars all day, or lying on the beaches, or roaring 
through a world of bars and nightclubs.—Fray Jose de Guada- 


lupe Majoica, O.F.M. 
April / 1960 
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‘Must We Have Gradines?’ 


WALTER J. SCHMITZ, S.S., S.T.D. 


WE are building a new altar 

in our church. There has 
been considerable conversation 
about the necessity and appro- 
priateness of gradines. Are they 
a requirement? 


There is nothing in the law 
or rubrics specifically stating 
that gradines are prescribed or 
prohibited on an altar. Mon- 
signor Collins (Church Edifice 
and Its Appointments), after 
stating that custom seems to 
tolerate the use of gradines, re- 
marks the following: 

“Approved authors differ in 
their appreciation of the use of 
gradines. 

“1) Objection. Many object 
to them, inasmuch as they tend 
to take from the appearance of 
the altar as the table of sacri- 
fice and very often interfere 
with the proper veiling of the 
tabernacle. 

“2) Approvals. a) Others ap- 
prove of them inasmuch as they 
make it easier to keep the altar 
cloths clean and make it un- 
necessary to remove the candle- 
sticks, which are often of con- 
siderable weight, when chang- 
ing the altar cloths. b) Some 
writers argue too that the 
gradines, and not the table of 
the altar, are the proper place 
for the reliquaries, vases of 
flowers, and the extra candles 
used for Exposition or Benedic- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament. 
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Nine questions 


There is, however, no express 
prohibition against placing the 
candlesticks for Benediction on 
the table of the altar.” 


Mass FAcInac THE PEOPLE 


Is any special permission 
necessary before one can offer 
Mass at an altar facing the peo- 
ple? The priests here are not 
agreed on this. 


The permission of the Ordin- 
ary is required not only to cele- 
brate Mass facing the people 
but also to construct analtar for 
this purpose. We are reminded, 
too, of the decision of the Sac- 
red Congregation of Rites 
(June 1, 1957) that if this is 
the only altar in the church, it 
may not face the people, since 
there would be a conflict with 
the laws regarding the taber- 
nacle. 


NUPTIAL BLESSING 


May the nuptial blessing 
which is read after the Pater 
noster at a Nuptial Mass, be 
then read in English for the 
benefit of the bride and groom, 
who are listening so intently? 


The Collectio Rituum or Eng- | 
glish Supplement of the Ritual | 
stated that if the local Ordinary | 
gave permission for its use the 
celebrant could follow the cere- | 
monies as described therein. 
However, since that promulga- | 
tion (1954), the Sacred Congre- | 
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gation through the Apostolic 
Delegate has declared that no 
one is permitted to use English 
instead of Latin in imparting 
the nuptial blessing during the 
sacrifice of the Mass. 


EULOGY 


I have observed that a num- 
ber of parish priests and other 
priests who conduct funerals 
postpone the funeral sermon 
until after the Libera. Is there 
any liturgical justification for 
this order of things? 


The Caeremoniale Episcopo- 
rum states very clearly that if 
a sermon is given at a funeral 
Mass, it is to be preached im- 
mediately after the Mass and 
before the absolution. All the 
rubricists are in accord with 
this directive. 


ANNIVERSARY REQUIEM MAssEs 


It is my understanding that a 
funeral Mass may be said or 
sung on any day of the year 
with the exception of Sundays 
and holydays, the feast of the 
Epiphany, Corpus Christi, Forty 
Hours’ Devotion and the last 
three days of Holy Week. What 
about the month’s mind and 
anniversary Masses? I have re- 
cently heard it said that they 
can be used on such days, be- 
cause they enjoy the same 
status as funeral Masses and 
consequently you can sing such 
Masses in black vestments on 
any day except those listed 
above. Please clear up _ this 
problem for some of your fel- 
low priests. 
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At the beginning of the Mis- 
sal we find the _ following 
rubric: “On the third, seventh, 
and thirtieth day after, and on 
the anniversary day of, the 
death or burial of the dead... 
in any church one Requiem 
Mass, sung or even low, and ap- 
plied for the deceased person, is 
permitted, provided the day be 
one which is liturgically unim- 
peded for a privileged Requiem 
Mass.” 

The month’s mind or anni- 
versary Mass is considered a 
“privileged” Mass and is per- 
mitted when a private votive 
Mass or a daily Requiem Mass 
is not allowed. Hence, it may be 
celebrated on any day except: 
a) Sundays or a holyday of ob- 
ligation; b) All Souls’ Day; c) 
a double of the first or second 
class; d) the vigils of Christmas 
and Pentecost and during the 
octaves of Christmas, Easter, 
and Pentecost; e) a privileged 
feria. 


PROPER GENUFLECTIONS 


a) How many genuflections 
are made at Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament and in what 
order are they made? b) Is a 
genuflection to be made when 
the tabernacle is opened and 
closed and does it make any 
difference whether the door is 
just closed or locked? 


a) After spreading the cor- 
poral, the priest unlocks the 
tabernacle. He genuflects im- 
mediately, places the Sacred 
Host in the monstrance, closes 
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the tabernacle, genuflects and 
sets the monstrance in place.He 
genuflects again before he de- 
scends to the foot of the altar 
for the incensation. 


b) When one opens the tab- 
ernacle a genuflection is made 
and another genuflection is 
made before locking the taber- 
nacle. If one closes the door as 
at communion time, he does not 
genuflect before doing so, but 
only when he removes the 
ciborium veil and cover. 


MIssA CANTATA 


We have many high Masses 
at our parish church. Should 
the chalice be placed on the 
corporal on the altar and the 
Missal be opened before the 
celebrant goes vested to the al- 
tar for Mass? 


Some authors give the im- 
pression that this is the regu- 
lar procedure while others 
state that the celebrant may 
open the Missal before Mass and 
may place the chalice on the 
open corporal before he begins 
his high Mass. The more com- 
mon practice seems to be that 
the priest celebrant carry out 
the same ceremony as at a low 
Mass and only on the more 
solemn occasions does he set the 
chalice on the altar and have 
the Missal open. 


ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS 


Is there any regulation about 
the use of artificial flowers — 
their use or non-use? Our Sis- 
ters taking care of the sacristy 
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claim there is less work with 
them. 


The Caeremoniale Episcopo- — 


rum permits the use of artifi- 
cial flowers. Most writers at the © 
present time look with disfavor - 
on them and discourage their 
use. In 1932, the Cardinal Vicar 
of Rome issued the following 
instruction for Rome: “Artifi- 
cial flowers (of whatever ma- 
terial, cloth, bronze, brass, 
earthenware) are forbidden. 
They must be removed at once 
from oratories, and from altars, 
and they may not be placed 
there for any reason whatso- 
ever. For the decoration of 
churches and altars a sober dis- 
play of fresh flowers and plants 
... may be used.” Some authors 
even discourage the use of pot- 
ted plants and urge the use of 
cut flowers. 
RELICS ON ALTAR 

Is it permissible to place 
reliquaries on the altar, and if 
so what are the regulations 
concerning them? 


Various decrees of the Sac- 
red Congregation of Rites direct 
that relics may be placed on the 
high altar, but between the 
candlesticks. However, they 
may not be placed on the tab- 
ernacle nor in front of the tab- 
ernacle door. They may be 
placed on a side altar or on a 
table in a suitable place in the 
sanctuary for the faithful to 
venerate. When relics are ex- 
posed for public veneration, 
two lights or candles should 
burn before them. aor 
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Of Married Virgins 


V. REV. PAUL R. COYLE, J.C.D. 


\W/euULD it be permissible for 
two parties to marry with 

both agreeing to perpetual vir- 

ginity? 

For centuries, theologians and 
canonists have argued the ques- 
tion whether the marriage right 
itself could be given if the 
parties entered’ an agreement 
never to use the marriage right. 
In other words, is the perpetual 
exclusion of the use of the mar- 
riage right, if reduced to a mu- 
tual pact, incompatible with the 
giving of the marriage right? 
Benedict XIV (1740-1758) and 
a host of other eminent authors 
maintained that such an agree- 
ment would invalidate the mar- 
riage, inasmuch as it precludes 
the giving of a true right over 
the body. 

St. Thomas’ view on the sub- 
ject is not clear. An equally im- 
pressive list of authors can be 
cited in support of the opposite 
opinion, i.e., that such an agree- 
ment would not invalidate the 
marriage. The opinion of this 
latter group is based on the 
distinction between the radical 
right and the proximate right 
over the body. They argue that 
an agreement to abstain from 
the use of the marriage right 
forever amounts merely to an 
exclusion of the proximate right 
over the body, whereas only the 
radical right over the body per- 
tains to the essence of marriage. 
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An unlikely case 


Although the distinction be- 
tween the radical right and the 
proximate right may appear to 
be arbitrary and unnecessary, 
the opinion which favors the 
validity of a marriage with an 
agreement of perpetual abstin- 
ence from the use of the marri- 
age right appears to be prefer- 
able. It is admitted that one can 
separate the marriage right 
from its use without affecting 
the validity of the marriage. 
Objectively considered, the fact 
that the parties introduce such 
an agreement into their marri- 
age contract as a matter of ob- 
ligation does not indicate neces- 
sarily that the marriage right 
itself is excluded. 


Reduced To Nothing 

Those who hold the opposite 
opinion say that the marriage 
right consists of the fact that 
the contracting parties are en- 
titled to use that right, and that 
if the parties obligate them- 
selves by a mutual agreement 
never to use that right, the 
right itself is reduced to noth- 
ing. Gasparri answers such an 
objection by pointing out that 
even if the right never can be 
used, the right nevertheless is 
acquired. This is evidenced by 
the fact that the marriage right 
is excluded in regard to a third 
person, so that if one of the 
parties concedes intimacies to a 
third person, he or she is guilty 
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of adultery. If, despite the 
agreement, one of the parties 
forces the other to grant the use 
of the marriage right, there 
would be no question of adult- 
ery. Furthermore, the parties 
could rescind their agreement, 
so that.the use of this marriage 
right would be lawful between 
them. 

Furthermore, it is admitted 
that marriage between two who 
are bound by the vow of vir- 
ginity is not invalid unless, of 
course, the parties intend to 
withhold the giving of the mar- 
riage right itself. If the marri- 
age right can be given in such 
cases despite the assumed, per- 
manent obligation never to use 
the right, it seems logical to 
conclude that the same applies 
if the parties, when contracting 
marriage, entered a pact or 
agreement never to use the 
marriage right. In both cases, 
the parties do not repudiate the 
right or corresponding obliga- 
tion but merely obligate them- 
selves never to use the marri- 
age right. 

The Holy See 


Because of the controversy in 
regard to the possibility of 
transferring the marriage right 
if the use of the same is exclud- 
ed forever, authors agree that, 
until the Holy See declares 
otherwise, marriages which in- 
volve such an agreement are to 
be considered as valid in the 
external forum. A recent deci- 
sion of the Sacred Roman Rota 
states that a marriage could not 
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be declared invalid in such 
cases. In 1907, the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Council was 
confronted with a case in which 
the young man had been per- 
suaded to sign a promise never 
to consummate the marriage. 
The decision was not a declara- 
tion of nullity on the score of 
the exclusion of the essence of 
marriage, but an eventual dis- 
pensation from a ratified, non- 
consummated marriage. 

It is believed that the Bless- 
ed Virgin Mary dedicated her 
life to God by a vow of per- 
petual virginity. This gave rise 
to the question of how the 
Blessed Virgin, bound to God by 
such a vow, could have entered 
a true marriage without jeo- 
pardizing the observance of her 
vow. 


Those who maintain that the 
marriage right can be trans- 
ferred even though the parties 
agree to abstain from the use 
of the marriage right forever, 
answer simply that the Mother 
of Christ safeguarded her vow 
by entering an agreement with 
St. Joseph never to use the 
marriage right. Those who 
maintain that the exclusion of 
the use of the marriage right 
forever would preclude the giv- 
ing of the right itself, advance 
various arguments to vindicate 
the validity of this holy union 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
St. Joseph. One prevalent argu- 
ment, mentioned by Benedict | 
XIV, is that a vow of perpetual | 
virginity was made also by St. 
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Joseph. These same _ authors, 
however, find greater difficulty 
in vindicating the validity and 
lawfulness of the marriages of 
other pious persons who were 
bound by vows of perpetual 
virginity and yet entered the 
marriage state. St. Pulcheria 
(399-453), for example, was 
bound by a vow of perpetual 
virginity, but nevertheless mar- 


ried the Emperor Marcian (450- 
457). The usual argument is 
that St. Pulcheria was so cer- 
tain of the virtue and holiness 
of the Emperor Marcian, that 
she knew that he also would 
observe a vow of perpetual vir- 
ginity in married life. 

(Griese ‘The Marriage Con- 
tract and the Provocation of 
Offspring.” ) A 


A Saint and His Daughter 


“The daughter of Sir Thomas More awaited his return 
to the Tower on the entrance by the wharf. As soon as she 
saw him, after his blessing upon her knees reverently re- 
ceived, she, hasting towards him, without consideration or 
care of herself, pressing in amongst the midst of the throng 
and company of the guard, that with halberds and bills went 
round about him, hastily ran to him, and there openly, in sight 
of them, embraced him, took him about the neck and kissed 
him. Who, well liking her most natural and dear daughterly 
affection towards him, gave her his fatherly blessing and many 


godly words of comfort besides. 


“She was not able to say any words but ‘Oh, my Father! 
Oh, my Father!’ ‘Take patience, Margaret,’ he said, ‘and do not 
grieve; God has willed it so. For many years didst thou know 
the secret of my heart.’ From whom after she was departed, 
like one that had forgotten herself, being all ravished with the 
entire love of her father, having respect neither to herself nor 
the press of people, suddenly turned back, ran to him as before, 
and divers times kissed him lovingly, till at last she was fain 
to depart, the beholding whereof made those present for very 
sorrow to weep and mourn.” — Bowden’s Mementoes. 
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A Handbook for 
Hospital Chaplains 


by Patrick O’Brien, C.M., S.T.D. 


B. Herder Book Co., St. Louis 2, Mo. 
1958, pp. 362, $4.75 


{strtaL chaplains everywhere 
will have cause to rise up and 
call him blessed when they read 
this splendid volume by Father 
Patrick O’Brien. A well bound 
book with delightfully legible type 
and all the divisions and subdivi- 
sions that go to make a perfect 
book, not to mention the Contents 
and a six-page Index, this work is 
as practical as it is wise and learn- 
ed. 
It begins with an eye-opening 
declaration of the status, duties, 
and obligations of the hospital 
chaplain, says something about the 
binding force of the natural law, 
gives some hospital history, speaks 
of men of religion and of medi- 
cine, and then comes to the mak- 
ing of the rounds: that part of a 
chaplain’s duties which wears out 
many a younger man even, not to 
speak of the older chaplains who 
are more and more being replaced 
by the younger men — men with 
good. hearts and good legs and 
good feet. Sixty-eight enlightening 
pages are given to this part, which 
is made to include talks to hos- 
pital staff and personnel, talks 
to doctors on the Catholic hos- 
pital code, the Catholic nurse in 
the ‘non-Catholic hospital, the 
nurse - chaplain team, visiting the 
patient and knowing the patient. 
When speaking about visiting 
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the patient, the author says, among 
other things: “The rounds should 
be made with greatest possible 
regularity. Since the patients are 
usually not able to talk for a 
long period of time, they need to 
see the chaplain as often as pos- 
sible for brief periods. If the Cath- 
olic chaplain is so fortunate as to 
be able to cover his whole hospital 
daily, he should certainly do so, 
for the patients draw from his 
regular visits the satisfaction of 
knowing that the priest is follow- 
ing their progress closely . . . The 
spiritual and therapeutic effect of 
a visit from the Catholic chaplain 
is easily recognized by those 
whose time is given to the care 
of the sick. The chaplain has only 
to give of his time and energy, and 
simultaneously he will benefit 
patients, personnel, and Church. 
By the same token, the absence of 
the Catholic chaplain is noticed 
and keenly felt...” (And well 
does the chaplain know it when 
because of ill health or aching 
feet he can do no more. The eager- 
ly awaiting loom up before him. A 
sort of a sense of duty not done. 
And vet, and yet... ) 


Father O’Brien then goes on to 
the fourth part, which treats of 
the administering of the sacra- 
ments: the sacraments in gen- 
eral, the insane and dying 
as subjects of baptism, the 
sacrament of baptism, the sacra- 
ment of confirmation, the sacra- 
ment of penance, the sacrament of 
Holy Eucharist, the sacrament of 
marriage, and the sacrament of 
extreme unction. All this is 
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thoroughly covered in pages 189 
to 353. 

There are hospital chaplains 
and theologians who will differ 
with Father O’Brien on the ques: 
tion of administering the last sac- 
raments conditionally to non-Cath- 
olics. One such theologian is the 
Rey. Michael D. Forrest, M.S.C., 
whose 64-page pamphlet ‘Priest- 
ly Ministration to the Dying” can 
no doubt be found on the desk of 
most chaplains. It is published by 
The Sentinal Press, New York 21, 
N.Y. But as Father O’Brien says, 
if the chaplain who reads his ex- 
position of the matter on pp. 246 
to 450 is not inclined to the so- 
lution he presents, he should study 
the entire question for himself, 
so that his final judgment of the 
matter is based on mature and 
adequate knowledge of the pros 
and cons. 


What he says about confirma- 
tion is ample and sufficient. Also 
about the extension of faculties to 
hospital chaplains, in force until 
Jan. 21, 1960 — W. Herbst, S.D5S., 
Jordan Seminary, Menominee, 
Michigan. 


The Church And The Suburbs 


_ by Andrew M. Greeley 


Sheed & Ward, N. Y., 1959 
pp. 206, $3.50 


Bey parish priest likes to be- 
lieve that he knows his parish 
and its problems. He knows the 
economic difficulties many of his 
people face. He knows all about 
schools and teachers. He knows 
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the apathy of some parishioners, 
the confusion of others, the stag- 
nant good will of many. And if the 
priest lives and works in a sub- 
urban parish, as this reviewer does, 
he may be inclined to think that 
no other priest is going to enlight- 
en him much about the problems 
of the Church in the suburbs. 


I confess to having entertained 
such thoughts when I first read 
advertisements for Father Gree- 
ley’s book. This review is my mea- 
culpa. 


Father Greeley is not only a par- 
ish priest but a scholar, which most 
of us do not have either the drive 
or the talent to be. He is a deep 
and analytic thinker. He writes 
with convincing clarity. 

His book, therefore, succeeds 
not only in marshalling facts and 
putting them in their proper con- 
text, but also in assessing possible 
reasons for those facts. It begins 
with a study of suburban expansion 
and then proceeds to consider the 
Church and the suburbs, the fam- 
ily and the suburbs, suburban hu- 
manism and the suburban aposto- 
late. 


Father Greeley is such a master 
at elucidating problems that time 
and again one who may be pre- 
sumed to be familiar with those 
problems is likely to sit bolt up- 
right in his reading chair and ex- 
claim, “By George, that’s true!” 
On the other hand, Father Greeley 
does not suggest many answers. 
Yet answers will hardly come 
from one individual and they can- 
not come at all until the problems 
themselves are widely understood 
and widely pondered. The Church 
and the Suburbs will do much to 
make such widespread understand- 
ing and pondering possible.—Ray- 
mond Gribbin, Baltimore. 
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Beviary and Missal Prayers 


Edited and Compiled by 
John C. Selner, S.S. 


ve oe New York, 1959, ix, 
199 pp., $8.50 


NTENDED for priests, this 
handy and handsome manual 
contains Mass prayers (ante et 
post), morning and evening pray- 


ers, occasional prayers, litanies, 
and other items for private 
priestly devotion. Most of the 


prayers are given in both their 
Latin and their English form. The 
English translations seem to be 
mostly the “traditional” ones. 
While these are generally ser- 
viceable, we have reason to feel 
that Father Selner’s personal 
translations would have enhanced 
the appeal of this volume. Still, 
the many priests who receive this 
book as a gift or treat themselves 
to it will be grateful for the 
effort of the editor, designer, and 
printer of the eminently useful 
collection—J. J.’ Gallagher, Bal- 
timore. 


Life After Death: 
An Anthology 


by the Earl of Wicklow 


Newman, pW icatmlantet Md., 1959 
117 pp., $2.7 


eas slim volume is a generally 

interesting collection of ar- 
ticles, essays, and sermons on the 
topic of life beyond the grave. 
Most of the collection treats of 
purgatory—its nature, necessity, 
its doctrinal development, its in- 
fluence on the liturgy. Among the 
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authors included are such stal- 


warts as Ronald Knox, Bede Jar- 
rett, C. C. Martindale, Herbert 
Thurston, Cardinal Newman, and 
Baron von Huegel. 

Several times the Council of 
Trent is quoted on purgatory: ~ 
“There exists a purgatory and the 
souls detained there are helped 
by the prayers of the faithful and 
especially by the acceptable sac- 
rifice of the altar . . . Anything 
tending to curiosity or supersti- 
tion, or to ignoble gain, should be 
prohibited as scandalous and dis- 
turbing to the faithful.” The so- 
briety and restraint of the Coun- 
cil’s statement as well as the wis- 
dom of its prohibition are proper- 
ly reflected in the items in this an- 
thology. 

Yet there are moderate inquir- 
ies into whether purgatory should 
be regarded as a state caused es- 
sentially by the intrinsic condition — 
of the soul or by a judicial act of 
God Himself. In any event the 
Holy Souls who are not quite holy 
enough are appealingly portrayed 
as “God’s guests of tomorrow.” 
Also, the joys of purgatory are 
emphasized while its pains are 
seen as consented to by the Holy 
Souls themselves. 

Replete with material for medi- 
tation, this work would be an 
ideal book to place into the hands 
of those fortunate souls who have 
the time and grace to be able to 
make a proximate preparation for 
death. — J. J. Gallagher, Balti- 
more. 


1859 in Review 


by Thomas P. Neill, Ph.D. 


Newman, Westminster, Md., 1959 
xxx and 203 pp., $2.75 


ITHOUT straining to point a 
moral, Professor Neill sends 
us away from this thoughtful book 
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of essays convinced that it is not 
true that “All that history teaches 
us is that history teaches us noth- 
ing.’ He _ diffidently disclaims 
Cardinal Newman’s assertion that 
liberal study makes the mind “al- 
most prophetic from its knowledge 
of history.” But we wager that 
although Neill may see the future 
disappear into the forest, he will 
predict its point of emergence. 
The recurrent note in this volume 
covering the last hundred years is 
some form of Liberalism. Liberal- 
ism is forever spurning the les- 
sons of the Christian past to rush 
off and build another tower of 
Babel upon the sands of secular- 
ism. The result? 


“That sand gave way. 
never has sufficed. 
Will you build now upon the 
Rock that’s Christ?” 

Among these Liberals, the Dar- 
winians with their theories of 
monkey origin protest in the name 
of human dignity against the con- 
cept of man as made “a little less 
than the angels.” So loud is their 
shouting that when Abbot Mendel 
appears with his very un-Darwin- 
ian fundamental laws of genetics, 
he must wait 40 years for a hear- 
ing. Darwin of course is still an 
arresting name, but in our ency- 
clopedias the chief article on bio- 
logy is likely to be called Men- 
delism. 

Karl Marx, too, appears here as 
a leader of revolt against the old 
orthodoxy. His materialistic cru- 
sade carries the mass man back 
into paganism, leaving him the 
prisoner of a slave state, lacking 
even the freedom to curse the war- 
den. Meanwhile, the American 
worker has become a consumer, 
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driving his own car on his annual 
paid vacation spent with his fam- 
ily anywhere from _ Portland, 
Maine to Calexico. 


Among these Liberals, Herbert 
Spencer is shown as a charter 
member. He rejects the Christian 
teachings of the obligation of the 
State to its poor. For him all poor 
relief must be left to the spon- 
taneous acts of friends — ignoring 
the fact that the friends of poor 
widows are usually other poor wid- 
ows. The net result of all factory 
legislation, Spencer holds, is “to 
fill-the world with fools.” And 
the outcome of all this Liberal 
theorizing? Before taking up a 
volume of his works, have yourself 
checked for dust allergies. 

Dr. Neill gives us in this volume 
far too much reason to suspect 
Liberalism in any age. Liberalism 
always means contempt for author- 
ity, especially the authority of the 
Catholic Church. Few sayings are 
more true than Peter Viereck’s, 
that “Anti-Catholicism is the anti- 
Semitism of the Liberal.” Even to- 
day the dyed-in-the-wool Liberal 
knows no absolutes: “A defense 
of natural rights today would be 
looked upon as coming from the 
philosophical underworld” — up 
from the sewers. The _ Liberal 
knows that “There are no such 
things as inalienable rights. All 
the rights) we know about are 
those that the community shall 
from time to time see fit to con- 
fer and respect.” For the Liberal, 
“The community giveth and the 
community taketh away.” Hence, 
as Neill thoughtfully remarks, 
“even presentday Welfare Liberal- 
ism has no criterion for stopping 
short of Socialism or Communism 
if it can be shown that they pro- 
mote social utility better than 
does Welfare Liberalism.” 
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The perfect commentary on all 
this we have from that cured Lib- 
eral, Freda Utley, confessing, 
“One believes what one wishes to 
believe, until experience bangs 
one’s head against the wall and 
awakens one from dreams found- 
ed on hope, a misreading of his- 
tory, and ignorance both of human 
psychology and science.” 

In the light of Professor Neill’s 
thoughtful backward glance, we 
must say that the Liberal appela- 
tion is always compromising. We 
Catholics should be content to be 
Catholic. If that means that Lib- 
erals think us simple minded, so 
be it. Did not some one once re- 
mark that things are revealed to 
the simple that are “hidden from 
the wise and prudent”?—John E. 
Coogan, S.J., West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana. 


1960 National Catholic 
Almanac 


Felician A. Foy, Editor 


Doubleday, New York, pp., 696, 
$2.75, Clothbound 


qi: the fifty-sixth year of pub- 

lication, is unique for the 
Catholic Almanac. Previously it 
was edited, published, and distri- 
buted by the St. Anthony Guild. 
This year the distribution has 
been taken over by Doubleday, 
though editorial jurisdiction re- 
mains with the Paterson Francis- 
cans. (Doubleday knew a_ good 
thing when they saw it.) Such a 
combination deserves congratula- 
tions! It combines the resources 
of religious editorial experience 
and the distribution facilities of 
a major publishing house. 
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The Almanac is Catholic in pre- 
sentation and precisely that. Ma- 
terial generally found in similar 
volumes is not duplicated. Com- 
prehensive in scope, concise in 
facts, current in subject matter, 
it still comes within a decent - 
price range. A digest of Catholic 
events of the previous year is ab- 
sorbing as are the various Ameri- 
can Catholic awards and their re- 
cipients. The encyclicals include 
the already famous one by Pope 
John on Christian Unity, “Near 
the Chair of Peter.” Sports en- 
thusiasts can find out which ath- 
letes are members of the Church. 
You name it and chances are that 
if it has even a remote Catholic 
connection, it will be found in this 
handbook. 


Future editions can benefit 
from an expanded, elaborated, and 
clarified ecclesiastical abbrevia- 
tion section. Proof-reading errors 
are few; they do not detract from 
the tremendous amount of work 
done in the compilation of this 
indispensable volume. — Bernard 
Hrico, New Castle, Pa. 


Catholic Life, U.S.A. 


by Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. 


Herder, St. Louis, 1959 
pp. 264, $3.95 


ie we accept the axiom that half 
the solution to a problem of- 
ten lies in knowing where to get 
the kind of help we need, then 
Catholic Life, U.S.A., must be 
judged a very valuable book. 
Its purpose is to make available 
basic information about the na- 
ture and scope of the major lay 
movements now functioning with- 
in the Church in the United 
States. That purpose seems to be 
effectively achieved. Not only 
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does Father Ward draw the skel- 
eton of each movement treated, 
but he animates each with genu- 
ine examples of what it has ac- 
complished. And this within the 
space of relatively brief chapters. 

The names of some of the move- 
ments considered are a part of 
all priests’ working vocabulary 
as, for example, the National 
Councils, the CCD, K of C, and, 
perhaps, the Legion of Mary, 
CFM and the Cana Movement. 
Others are certain to be less well- 
known. Yet each has its specific 
value for the Church and any one 
of the movements may prove to 
be the precise instrument of 
grace and good for which a par- 
ish may be waiting. Clearly, any 
priest who knows nothing of the 
movements is not likely to select 
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Institute of Spiritual Theology 


Ninth Summer Session 
July 5 to July 29 


DOMINICAN HOUSE OF STUDIES River Forest, Illinois 


An integrated course in spiritual theology and allied subjects 
for the spiritual director offered to all priests and professed 
brothers by a staff of Dominican Theologians. 
accommodations for resident students. 
For information and prospectus of courses write to 
FATHER JORDAN AUMANN, 0O.P., 


INSTITUTE OF SPIRITUAL THEOLOGY 


Dominican House of Studies 


the proper instrument at the Pre: 
per time. 


One pastor of our acquaintance 
often says that he is willing to 
pay ten dollars at any time of day 
or night for a good idea. Here 
are more than a dozen good ideas 
that can be had for just a little 
less than four dollars — a small 
price, indeed, when the right idea 
may mean more souls for Christ. 
— Raymond Gribbin, Baltimore. 


Peter Maurin: Gay Believer 
by Arthur Sheehan 


Hanover House, Garden City, N. Y. 
1959, pp. 208, $3.75 


pay a preface to this book, Dorothy 


Day vouches for the rightness 
of a book on Peter Maurin by Ar- 
thur Sheehan. According to Miss 
Day, of all the people whom Peter 


Limited 


/ River Forest, Mlinois 
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Maurin came in contact with in 
the depression-days’ houses of hos- 
pitality, Sheehan was the one of 
whom he was fondest. “He looked 
upon him as a son .. .” “There 
was a great mutual respect as 
well as affection between them.” 
Miss Day, predicting that many 
other books will be written about 
Peter Maurin, tells us, ‘Arthur 
Sheehan has done the spade work 
in patiently and laboriously 
searching out Peter Maurin’s rel- 
atives and corresponding with 
themin 92? 


Arthur Sheehan presents Peter 
Maurin as a modern St. Francis 
of Assisi. Peter Maurin certainly 
was a lover of poverty and a 
lover of the poor, a man of faith 
and a man of charity. Although he 
once revealed that he had been 
out of the Church for ten years, 
his faith was inbred in him in 
his native Languedoc and 
strengthened by an_ anticlerical 
government in his native France. 
He had his training as a teacher 
from the Christian Brothers first 
as a. student in Languedoc and 
then as a brother for nine years 
in and around Paris. So to sturdy 
peasant faith was added scholas- 
tic training. 

An inquisitive mind and an ex- 
pansive heart led him to the Sil- 
lonists in the early days of the 
Sillon movement. The ideal of per- 
sonal rather than political action 
led him out of the movement. Ex- 
perience as a conscript made him 
a pacifist and distaste for the ex- 
perience drove him from France 
to Canada, where he became a 
worker of the soil. Later he be- 
came an itinerant worker over the 
face of America. Everything in 
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his life contributed to the almost | 


venerated Peter Maurin of the 
Catholic Worker and the com- 
munal farms 


sonal action, ideals of religion 


and charity and poverty; but most - 
of all, ability to teach, to organ-_ 


ize, simplify, and present ideas 
and to inspire others with a sense 
of their value as a way of life. 


Perhaps not strangely, the best 
pages of this book are those 
whereon are printed in whole or 
part some of Peter Maurin’s Easy 
Essays. Sheehan’s own style is at 
times a bit prolix in his striving 
for effects that are not worth the 
effort. For example: 


In 1895, the year Peter received 
his teaching certificate in Paris, 
Louis Pasteur, the famed scient- 
ist, was dying. The Pasteur Insti- 
tute was close by the novitiate of 
the institute founded by St. John 
Baptiste de la Salle, where Peter 
was preparing to be a Christian 
Brother, dedicated to teaching 
the poor children of Paris. 


Pasteur had once said he wish- 
ed he had the faith of a Breton 
peasant. Peter had that kind of 
faith. Pasteur had come to his 
great knowledge of bacteria by 
studying France’s blighted vines. 
Peter was to come to his deep 
understanding of social conditions 
by studying the blight of an in- 
organic industrialism. (p. 11) 


Apart from such 
here and there, Sheehan has done 
a good job in presenting Peter 
Maurin as a lovable man, a prac- 
tising idealist, and a force in the 
economic and social history of 


peasant faith, 
scholastic training, ideal of per- - 


turgidness 


our days.—Vincent M. Eaton, S.S., | 


St. Charles’ 
Maryland. 


College, Catonsville, 
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Adult Vocations 


IN YOUR PARISH there may be young men of high 
school or college age who are interested in the Priest- 
hood. There are, in fact, many who wish to begin their 
studies for the Priesthood later in life. These adult voca- 
tions usually need some special attention in their studies 
so they can be well prepared for major seminary. To give 
them the proper training in a short time, the Society of 
the Divine Savior conducts a special seminary located in 
Menominee, Michigan. 


Jordan Seminary 


JORDAN SEMINARY has a curriculum specifically 
designed for adult vocations. Special emphasis is given to 
Latin and other subjects in which credits are lacking. 
The young men now at Jordan are candidates for 
both the Diocesan and Religious Priesthood. They come 
from all over the United States and Canada, but have a 
common goal, common interests and a common age level. 


JORDAN SEMINARY is named after the Founder of 
the Salvatorians who was, himself, an adult vocation. 
According to the wishes of the Founder, the Society has 
always made special provision for this type of vocation. 
Applications are now being taken for September for those 
who wish to enter the Diocesan clergy or the Society of 
the Divine Savior. 


Dear Father, P 


Please send me further free information on Jordan Seminary 
and the Salvatorians. 


Name 
PAOD OSS tipper tery bya Uh (oa fel A eae Biren «Karma mr URN BTN el eee a 
City, State 
Mail to: 


Vocation Office, Society of the Divine Savior 
Salvatorian Center, St. Nazianz, Wisconsin 
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The Rosary at Wakes 
REGARDING 


the rosary at 
wakes (THE Priest, Feb., 
NEW BOOKS 


THE VOICE OF YOUR FATHER 
BY MARTIN WOLTER O.F.M. 

One-page thumb-nail meditations for 
each day of the year based on the 
sayings and writings of St. Francis. 
Handy pocket edition can be used by 
priests, brothers, sisters and ie 


THE FRANCISCANS 
BY ALEXANDRE MASSERON 
AND MARION A. HABIG 
A popular history of the Franciscan 
Order. The first full report on all 
branches of English-speaking Francis- 
cans, Dozens of lists, charts and tables, 
plus a 32-page pictorial section. $5.95 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS 
Dept. 133 


pt. 
1434 West 51st Street 
Chicago 9, Illinois 


1960, p. 150), this has been my 
practice for a number of years— 


The priest and people alter- 


nate on Ps. 129 from the Collectio — 


Rituum and booklets based on it. 
Then the Rosary is recited, then 


the priest and people alternate on — 


Ps. 50, likewise from the rite of 
burial, before the body is taken 
to church. 


In the rosary, I say before the 
first decade: 


“Let us contemplate the bitter 
sufferings and the agonizing 
death which Jesus Christ under- 
went on the cross for the salva- 
tion of this soul.” 

Before the second decade: 

“Let us contemplate the glor- 
ious resurrection of Jesus from 
His tomb, the pattern of our own 
resurrection.” 

Before the third decade: 

“Let us contemplate the Ascen- 
sion of our Saviour into heaven, 
where He went to prepare a place 
for the elect.” 

Before the fourth decade: 

“Let us think how Mary, after 


back. 


boards. 
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her long and laborious life, died 
a peaceful death, and how the 
angels carried her sacred body to 
heaven, there to be _ re-united 
with her glorious soul.” 


Before the fifth decade: 


“Let us contemplate Mary, 
crowned by the Holy Trinity as 
Queen of the living and the 
dead.” 


After the Miserere I sometimes 
add, adapted, one or other of the 
prayers “for the bystanders at 
the grave.” 


Maybe that method of mixing 
the Mysteries eliminates the in- 
dulgences, though I doubt it. But 
it unquestionably adds to the 
prayerfulness of the mourners 


and consequently enhances the 


“innate” value of the prayers. 


Sincerely, 
John R. Campion 
St. Catherine’s Church 
Quarryville, Pa. 


‘Tennis, Anyone?’ 


| AM glad Father Hampsh called 
for a clerical referee, as you put 
it, in your correspondence column 
of February, for it is evident by 
the letters of the confreres who 
double-teamed me that some of us 
may have difficulty reading the 
rules of clerical combat when the 
fervor of conviction makes us see 
things that aren’t there. 

As Cardinal Newman said to Dr. 
Kingsley, “Mean it? I didn’t say 
it!” I didn’t say that the “ordinary 
rules of gentlemanly procedure do 
not apply to priests.” I did say 
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the “ordinary rules do not apply,” 
taking it for granted that he who 
runs and reads would understand 
that, for instance, as a rule it is 
dignum et justum to resent injury 
but whenever one of God’s anoint- 
ed forgets what manner of man he 
is (as we all do at times), then 
our show of resentment must be — 
colored by the fact that a _ true 
gentleman according to the classi- 
cal definition “carefully avoids 
whatever may cause a jar or a jolt 
in the minds of those with whom 
he is cast.” 

I attempted to act thusly, when 
I gently (so I thought) remon- 
strated with a young cleric throw- 
ing haymakers at one of the Holy 
Father’s household. Every so oft- 
en it may not be amiss, even pro- 
per, to raise our eyebrows at a 
priest, but to blacken his eyes!— 
non licet, particularly if he wears 
the purple. Gentlemanly proce- 
dure is acting in accordance with 
truth and the Author of all truth 
said, “In the presence of princes 
keep silence,” through His inspir- 
ed messenger. 

Of course, I, myself, may have a 
blind spot, but for the life of me 
I can’t see how the casting of a 
critical eye on caustic criticism is 
illogical. If it be so then every 
Dennis the Menace has the perfect 
answer to bewildered parents: | 
“How come you are telling me not | 
to say bad things when you are | 
saying that bad thing to me?” | 

As to “Pater Ignotus” who took | 
a pot shot at me for the supposed- | 
ly ill-advised coupling of “promin- | 
ent” with all priests indiscrimin- 
ately—well, he is no semantic Matt 
Dillon, and you can break my leg | 
and call me Chester. “Outstand- | 
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ing” is not a synonym for “prom- 
inent” except in a strained sense. 
Dear Father was no doubt think- 
ing of “eminent.” Prominent 
means “standing out,” which is 
something quite different. 

Even if the rudest rustic might 
realize a certain Roman collar 
goes around a “stuffed shirt,’ the 
wearer should still be a person 
who stands out in the community 
and because of his prominence en- 
titled to privileges not given to 
others, subjectively more worthy. 
The people, unless perverted by 
those who should know better, un- 
derstand this, and though they 
may be stuck with a pastor dumb 
enough to be stuck for an answer 
to “Hello,” treat their priests as 
prominent people. “Vox populi, 


vox Dei.” Need I recall what hap- 
pened to those who innocently and 
(to our minds) quite properly — 
touched the Ark of the Covenant? 
And in conclusion, dearly belov- 
ed, “feminine hands” have touch- 
ed me and I say now and forever, 
“Thank you, Mother—for whaling” 
the tar out of me when in my 
brashness I forgot the one inflex- 
ible rule of the Murphy she-bang, 
“There will be no talking about 
the priest in this house.” : 
Anyone for tennis? 


Thomas Regis Murphy 
St. Ann’s Church 
Waynesburg, Pa. 


Protests ‘Ad 
hominem’ Argument 


|X recent years there has been 
an intelligent attempt made by 
Catholics, hierarchy and laity a- 
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like, to understand our Protest- 
ant brethren. The Holy Father’s 
sympathetic overtures to the dis- 
sident Churches; the writings of 
Fathers Tavard, Congar and Wei- 
gel; Mr. Eric Kuehnelt-Leddihn’s 
recent account of Catholic-Pro- 
testant relations in Europe are 
concrete manifestations of this 
spirit of charity and attempted 
understanding. 

In view of these facts, then, it 
was most disappointing to see the 
narrow, polemical tone of your 
recommendation of the “Book of 
Facts to Embarrass Lutherans.” 
(I guess at the title, relying on 
your description of the book.) 

Our dispute with the Lutherans 
is not a “shooting war,” it is 
rather a difference which can be 
solved only by intelligent schol- 
arship, charitable discussion, and 
grace. To talk of this difference 
in military terms, in terms of “ar- 
senals” makes discussion imposs- 
ible. 

A book of this kind has no apolo- 
getic value. (I seriously doubt that 
it has any value.) To use it would 
manifest a basic lack of ‘intelli- 
gent charity and would gain only 
odium for the Church. 


Sincerely in Our Lord, 
(Mr.) Eugene J. Ahern, S.J. 


Woodstock College 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Confusion 


wo following quotations from 
national magazines have al- 
most confused this household. 

In Look Magazine (2/16/60), 
Fr. John A. O’Brien replies to the 
question: “Doesn’t the Catholic 
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Sa GIANTS 
mi) OF THE 
| FAITH 


by John A. 
O’BRIEN 


Revealing portraits of 
six great converts. 95c 


Now available in a handy 
paper-back edition, Father 
O’Brien’s popular portraits of 
six great figures and their far- 
reaching effect on Christianity. 
All of them—St. Paul, St. Au- 
gustine, Newman, Chesterton, 
Orestes Brownson, Isaac Heck- 
er—have inspired us. Here we 
learn how they were inspired to 
become soldiers of Christ. Ex- 
citing and enjoyable reading 
for everybody — Catholic and 
non-Catholic. 


One to 5 copies, 95c; 6 to 10 
copies, 86c; 11 or more copies, 76c 


Write today for a complete list 
of parish reading materials. 
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Church encourage its members to 
vote for Catholic candidates?” 

Reply: “No. It asks them to vote 
for the candidates best qualified 
regardless of religious affiliation. 
‘If there were two candidates for 
public office,’ remarked the late 
Samuel Cardinal Stritch of Chi- 
cago, ‘one a Catholic and one a 
non-Catholic, and I was convinced 
that the non-Catholic was better 
qualified. I would not hesitate to 
cast my vote for him. My principle 
is simply: the best man for the 
office.’ ” 

Time Magazine (2/8/60): 

“The Church must maintain its 
right and duty to advise laymen 
on how to vote in elections,” etc. 


There seems to be a contradic- 
tion here unless Time’s transla- 


tion of the recent Roman Synod is © 


incorrect. If it is correct, how is 
this statement of the recent Synod 
reconciled with the statement by 
Fr. O’Brien quoting Cardinal 


Stritch? If the Church has “the 
right and duty to tell laymen how © 


to vote in Rome in elections,” it 
is only logical that she has it 


elsewhere in the world; and if — 


such is the case, here you really 
have grist for the mills of Pike. 
Petit, Blanshard, et al. 


You see, we have always gone 
along with the conviction that we 
should vote according to our con- 
sciences, but that we have the 
duty to form a right conscience in 
the light of the Church’s teach- 
ings. 


econ peneinan ts oe 
nanan 


Ryan - West 
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CANDLES 


LUX SPECIAL WICK 
100% BEESWAX CANDLES 


with Pyrex Glass followers 
ARE BEST TO USE for 

Mass and all Devotions. 
Forty Hour Devotion candles 
are our specialty. 


BECAUSE ... 


1. Of their NEAT burning 
quality and appearance. 
(no dripping, smoking 
or bending) 


2. of their ECONOMY 
The burning time of Lux 
special wick 100% beeswax 
candles exceeds that of 
most candles of the same 
size and quality. 


SAMPLES 
sent free upon request 


THE LUX 
CANDLE COMPANY, Inc. 


.~ Ipswich, South Dakota 
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Maybe one of your correspond- 
ents could solve this dilemma and 
thereby create a little extra inter- 
est in your magazine — which, by 
the way, I find generally stimu- 
lating. 

Sincerely yours in Xto., 
Robert S. Toulman 

407 Northland Avenue 
Buffalo 8, N. Y. 


The ‘Participating’ 
Celebrant 


has the diocese where lay partici- 

pation in the Mass has been ini- 
tiated, there can be no alternative 
but for the pastor to cooperate and 
encourage the faithful to take part 
in the program—especially since 
the idea has come from Rome and 


has the approval of the Holy Fa- 
ther. But a topic, and especially 
an innovation, to be properly un- 
derstood must be discussed. And 
no discussion is complete unless 
the pros and the cons are consid- 
ered. So far there have been only ~ 
the pros, and the cons indicated 
seem very incomplete. “It won’t 
work. So why upset the parish 
and the schedule with a doomed 
activity?” 

In the first place we must real- 
ize that the idea will not come 
into focus and be really function- 
al, until the present children and 
young people have taken their 
places in the pews with the adults, 
because they have been instructed 
in the Mass prayers and can and 
will respond to them without em- 
barrassment, leading the rest of 
the parish. 


I am sure we cannot expect the 


Father Connell Answers Moral Questions 


by Very Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R. 


You'll want this book which reviewers are heralding: 


“For him who 


‘thinketh in his heart,’ ... this handy volume of Father Connell’s 
application of moral principles to modern living is most welcome.” 


The New World, Dec. 4, 1959. 
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. « - discriminating judgment,, a 


dispassionate approach, and a wonderfully lucid style.” 


The Register, Dec. 6, 1959 


You'll want this book which answers almost 200 questions asked by 
clerics on graft, baptism to unknown dying persons, birth eoutecll 
bathing beauty contests, going steady, television, war, legion of 
decency, hypnotism, hysterectomy, restitution, law of the fast, and 


the nature of true love of God. 


You'll also want... 


LITURGICAL LATIN: ITS ORIGINS 
AND CHARACTER by Christine Mohr- 
mann, Presenting a panoramic view of 
the development of the language of the 


liturgy. “One of the best short treat- 


240 pp. $3.95 


THE CONSIDERATE PRIEST by Rev. 
William J. Kerby. “Neither the title nor 
opening paragraph adequately suggests 
ee wisdom and ‘largeness’ of this vol- 

The author considers quietly 


ments in English of the involved ques- an “helpfully the problems ... and per- 
cal Latin” “theniogiesl  Gtales,, March. ereedaearectscesin i nae aan 
1959. 101 pp. $2.50 j 
THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA PRESS 
620 Michigan Avenue, N. E. Washington 17, D. C. 
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Mr. and Mrs. O’Learys who have 
attended Mass for 40 years in the 
same pew and perhaps with the 
same prayer book and rosary, to 
all of a sudden become server 
boys. I don’t think the John and 
Sarah Schmitts, who have an ac- 
tive and growing family in the 
school; who have rehearsed their 
sons with the altar prayers, and 
slugged it out with Johnny many 
times to have him on time for 
early Mass with his hair combed 
and his shirttail in, will be too en- 
thusiastic either, until the idea be- 
comes more than an innovation 
and takes on the appearance of 
the devotional act that it is intend- 
ed to be. They are instinctively 
satisfied to have the servers rep- 
resent the parish. 


I don’t believe that the single 
people in the parish will be en- 
thusiastic either for years, until 
they overcome their inhibitions 
about the Latin (if they knew it 
at one time they have forgotten), 
and their restlessness about drag- — 
ging out the 35 minutes a week 
they have set aside for Almighty 
God. ' 

The One-Man Parish 

In a small parish where there 
is only one priest there can be no 
regular direction or instruction 
from the pulpit. But in our parish 
church we did move the choir to 
the nave, and we had the children 
attend all the Masses as a group 
to form a nucleus. The _ results 
have been anything but startling. 
In fact in our parish it appears as 
if “phase one” is going to be 
“mission accomplished” or ‘This 
is as far as we go.” 


HERE’S THE ANSWER 


TO YOUR COIN SORTING PROBLEM! 


KING KOIN SORTER 


This time saver is simple, economical, 
and efficient to operate. 


The King Koin Sorter separates 50c 
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pounds. 


All Steel at $26.75 


Steel case with NOISELESS PLAS- 
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May we send you one on approval? 
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MATERIALS 
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ings to color —- and gummed 

picture stamps in full color to 
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And all of this without consid- 
ering some of the problems that 


Peoecveveseseses 


might arise and that so far have © 


been ignored. For instance, is the 
program making the Sunday Mass 
just another class room assignment 
for those who are cooperating? 
An indication that it is just that 
is evident in some of the children. 
Moreover, if you will pardon 
the personal touch, as the writer 
goes back through his own person- 
al experience he finds that the 
greatest source of edification has 
come to him during Mass from the 
devotion, fervor, and manner of 
the priest saying the Mass. Mass 
was heard with more fervor and 
devotion when Father K. offered 
it than when Father G. said Mass, 
because Father G.’s Mass was on a 
“production” basis while Father 
K.’s was on a devotional one. 


After following the participation 
program for four months, the dis- 
tractions to the celebrant in this 
case have not subsided. Maybe 
they will after four years, but in 
the meantime why not consider 
the priest in this program, and his 
problems? 


The Mass is for the people. It 
is the undeserved privilege of the 
priest to offer it in their name. 
But it is a privilege unique and 
personal and he may be jealous of 
it. Distractions while fulfilling 
that prerogative should be avoid- 
ed, whether internal or external, 
We wonder if the saints who ex- 
perienced ecstasies while saying 
Mass, would have if there had 
been distractions during those | 
beautiful and sublime moments | 
such as are extant during a Parti- _ 
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cipation Mass. If the priest dis- 
tracts others while saying Mass it 
is his responsibility. How about 
if others distract him? The pole- 
micist will say: No saint ever had 
an ecstasy during a Sunday Mass, 
so let’s cut out the Sunday Mass. 
It makes sense I know, but at 
least they had six chances out of 
seven. The participation priest 
hasn’t any. 


So what are we attempting to 
prove? Simply this, that some of 
these “old-fogey” pastors who are 
a bit reticent about the program, 


- might be so because they are con- 


cerned about some of the weak- 
nesses of the idea, and not be- 
cause they are heretics who stand 


in defiance of the Holy Father. 


And secondly, in planning the pro- 
gram as far as we can see there 
has been no consideration for the 
celebrant. Since it is a long-range 
plan, why not think of the priest 
also in the recommendations and 
rubrics? 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Indiana Pastor 


Fund-Raising 
Info Available 


A CASUAL count recently indi- 
cated that advertisers in Tue 
Priest are about two for Catholic 
literature to one for fund-raising 
organizations. Good proof that the 
latter endeavor is increasingly im- 
portant. This author never thought 
or hoped he would ever receive 
words of gratitude relative to the 
task of fund-raising, but there 


Invest through our 


MISSION CONTRACT 
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A good way of aiding charity 


and receiving a reasonable 
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for details, write to 


REV. 


316 N. Michigan Ave. 
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Beautiful 35MM Color slides 
POPE JOHN XxXlill 


HOLY LAND 


(Splendid Interiors and Exteriors) 


LIFE OF CHRIST 


NATIONAL SHRINE OF 
THE IMMACULATE 


CONCEPTION AT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Lourdes, Fatima, Lisleux, Paray-Le- 
Monial, Shrine of Knock, Miraculous 
Medal, Holy Shroud of Turin, Chartres, 
etc. Famous Madonnas, Way of the 
Cross, Rome, Interiors of Roman Ba- 
silicas, Vatican, Italy, Paris, Spain, 
Ireland, Austria, and many other out- 
standing color slides. For FREE 82- 
Page [Illustrated Catalog “D” to 
Priest readers, write to... 


ARGO SLIDES 


116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 


NOWILTEX COLLARS 


NEVER NEED LAUNDERING 
Fresh as Linen — Outwears Linen 


These are the advantages of our water- 
proof collars. When soiled wipe clean 
with cold water and soap—then dry. Al- 
ways fresh and new looking. Approved 
and recommended by the _ Religious 
throughout the world. For greater com- 
fort, economy, convenience, wear 
WILTEX.” Ask your Catholic 
Dealer or write us for literature. 


The Parsons and Parsons Co. 
Est. 1879 


Dept. B, 413-415 Huron Road 
CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 
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have been great surprises of late. 

It seems that if some kind of ad- 
vantages can be offered when sug- 
gestions are made for offerings, 
the response is greatly improved. 

Thus, recently a younger parish- 
ioner called at the rectory to ex- 
press his appreciation in having 
saved himself $200 on his income 
tax, plus having given his church 
a nice boost for the building fund 
project—all because of a brilliant 
suggestion in the Sunday bulletin. 

A few days prior to this gentle- 
man’s call an insurance agent and 
estate planner very courteously 
reported that he had been asked to 
write several sizeable insurance 
policies making the church the 
beneficiary. He did not feel free 
to identify donors or amounts, 
but’ was grateful for the business 
and happy for the church. He 
wished it known, however, that a 
men’s society discussion led by an 
informed pastor on the tax bene- 
fits often involved in such matters 
had prompted several parishion- 
ers to respond favorably. 

This same pastor, having shown 
some knowledge and interest in 
this aspect of parishioners’ prob- 
lems, is being frequently asked to 
point out to his faithful how they 
can help their church and them- 
selves through the mechanics of 
tax provisions intended by the law 
of the land to help charitable and 
educational organizations meet the 
needs of society. | 

Priests should be able to offer | 
correct information on this matter, | 
both for the assistance they can 
give well meaning parishioners, 
and most especially for the good | 
of the Church and Christian edu- 
cation. 
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With this in mind a group of 
experts have collaborated to make 
available a course of information 
geared to the needs of the Catholic 
administrator, and particularly the 
parish priest. It was information 
drawn from this source which 
made possible the happy results 
mentioned above. Every priest or 
Catholic Administrator would ben- 
efit his mission by informing him- 
self and his flock through the 
study of the material offered by 
S. J. C. Associates, 3602 South 48th 
St., Omaha 6, Nebraska. 

A request for tax course infor- 
mation directed to that address 
on a parish letterhead will bring 
complete details promptly. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Leo A. Wolpert 
St. Joseph’s Church 
Lyons, Nebraska 


Too Familiar 


with the Lord 


a Rake question came to mind re- 

cently when I saw an assistant 
pastor in the sanctuary. On that 
particular day the Blessed Sacra- 
‘ment.was exposed for the weekly 
Adoration Day. It is apparent that 
very few people of the city make 
visits to the church during the day 
of exposition; nevertheless, the 
privilege of having all-day adora- 
tion is of some years standing and 
continues, despite the absence of 
adorers, 

I was visiting the assistant at 
the rectory when he was informed 
the candles were “getting low.” I 
shortened my visit and stopped at 
the church to pay Him a visit. 
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It was evident the candles had 
spent their lighted hours in the 


presence of Our Lord from carly 


morning. 

In a few minutes the assistant 
entered the sanctuary. He was 
wearing the same red and black 
checkered shirt he wore in the 
rectory. He approached the altar 


from the side steps, removed the | 


dwarfs and lighted twelve giants 
to take their place. Oh, yes, he 


made the prescribed double genu- 


flection for the occasion, but what 
about that fancy apparel! 

A few years ago I was assisting 
a country pastor during Holy 
Week. During the three days I 
was with him he spoke of the mis- 
sions. he had in the hills. He was 
able to get to all of them at least 
once a month. He kept a good 
check on the sick members of his 
flock. I was impressed by his sol- 
icitude for the scattered souls in 
his jurisdiction. He would have 
to take Holy Communion to some 
on Saturday. 

By Saturday morning it was time 
for me to get acquainted with the 
missions where I would say Mass 
Easter morning. About nine o- 
clock the two of us set out from 
the rectory in the pastor’s car. 
We traveled the mountain roads 
for half an hour or more and talk- 
ed about the work of Holy Week 
and the rest we would have come 
Monday. 

The pastor stopped at one house 
to leave a message for someone 
farther back in the hills and then 
we were on our way again. 


and the routine was 


We. 
soon came to one of the missions | 
explained. | 


The janitor would have the pot-. 


belly stove going; it wouldn’t be 
cold in the morning. 


A Back Seat! 
A few cigarettes and some miles 
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New 0°S:V release 
FOR DISCUSSION CLUBS 
AND INQUIRY CLASSES 


“Straight up into the sky, as a massive 
fortress, loomed the great rock summit of 
Mt. Sinai... 

‘Suddenly, as a roar of a million cannon, 
came ear-splitting blasts of thunder! Light- 
ning flashed! ... The entire universe seem- 
ed_a blaze of light... 


‘An unseen trumpet rang out in the 


heavens! ... And then? Silence! Intense! 
Penetrating! 
° . ‘And in the silence; from the length, 
retail Pre breadth and depth of eternity came the 
$1.00 Voice of God!” 


Keeping the Ten Commandments 


This vivid and powerful description starts Father Hurley’s new 
book “Keeping the Ten Commandments.” It is typical of the force- 
ful presentation by the author throughout the book. 


This volume is excellent for Discussion Clubs and Inquiry 
Classes because each commandment is analyzed as to probable 
reason for being given. It defines terminology and supplies the 
implications and applications for Catholics. There are also vivid 
and understandable physical comparisons drawn to bring home 
the moral effects of breaking the commandments. Each chapter 
concludes with the author presenting obedience to the command- 
ment as a helpmate to happiness rather than a burden and obli- 
gation of fear. 


“Keeping the Ten Commandments” is a 192 page bovk with a 
very handsome and durable cover. 


Parish Bulk Order Discounts 


MINIMUM CHARGE ORDER $2.00 / | DISCOUNTS START AT $2.00 
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to $25.00 —... 25% over $50.00 _..... Benn ke 3570 
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Correspondence 


POT STOO H ETOH ESET OEE EHOHHOHEHOEHHHREOLE 


later we drove into a lane and_ 
stopped at the home of one of the 
old-timers of the parish. By this_ 
time I figured I was mistaken 
about Father bringing Holy Com- 
munion to these people today. My 
figuring was soon dispelled when 
he reached to the back seat and 
picked up a small black leather 
case, 


He invited me to accompany him 
and introduced me to the little 
old lady who answered his knock 
on the kitchen door. “You visit 
here while I go take care of Gus,” 
he said. 


It was evident now. While we 
had traveled along for more than 
an hour, smoking and_ talking 
about all sorts of things, Our Lord 
had taken a back seat! 

And then there is the matter of 
young ladies appearing at week- 
day Mass with heads ‘‘uncovered.” 
This is an observation I have made 
in three large city parishes. 

The idea of a kerchief or a fair- 
size clean handkerchief for a cov- 
ering in “emergency” is passable 
but when the covering assumes 
the size of a coaster you would ex- 
pect your Martini served on, well, 
the inevitable is bound to happen 
— women attending Mass with 
heads uncovered. | 

On my last mission I was dis- | 
tributing Holy Communion at the | 
parish Mass and there at the rail | 
knelt a young lady with nothing | 
on her hair as a covering for her | 
head. | 

Later, I wondered what St. Paul | 
would say today. Do you think | 
he would say to you: “You’re get- 
ting teo familiar with Our Lord!” 


Western Priest | 
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